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H1s {hors Dee i „e 
to you, 4s a" publick Acknowlens: 


ment of the manifold Favours which 
you have been Pye to W 4 
on its Author. 

I know that you ( who are already fir. 
niſbed with many excellent Books ) will not 
look upon this to be the utmoſt that cam he 
offered upon ſo Large and Noble a Subject, 
but rather as a few ſuddes and 4 1 
Thoughts which my leiſure hours permitted 
me to form into this order. 

If the over. curious ſhould demand where- 
fore I ſend this ſo ſmall a Creature (or in- 
deed any at all ) into the World, the Anſwer 
is ready, that "tis to do good, and to pleaſure 
my Friends; and let any one tell me (if he 


can ) who of my Enemies 1 have inf area 
hereby. 


1 think I ander ſtand what is here affirmed 
and rejected, with the Reaſons thereof, and 
n TL» 1 an 


* * * 


N 


The Dedic ation. 
am fare I write with a ſober and honeſt 
Mind, and do not doubt but that through-. 
out the whole may be found ſuch tolerable 
pood Senſe, and ſuch clear and uſeful Truths, 
as may in ſome meaſure either inſtruct or 
pleaſe Cat leaſt many of the thinking and 
= wnprejudic'd : And they I perfwade my ſelf 
| will preſently fancy, that had it had another . 
turn, it might have appear d with ſomewhat þ 
e greater Strength and Luſtre. 
LL | --  Zdowever, both the Subject and the Ma- 
meme ef it ( ſach as it nom is) are free- 
h ſabmitted to the Cenſure of the Wiſe and 
I Ipartial; but as for the Opinion of the Ig- 
| . morant and Bigotted, I am not much folk 
* _ - citoms or over careful; ſince, dear Sir, your 
ready Acceptance and favourable Conſtructi- 
on hereof, will be a very great Pleaſare to 


Yoar obliged F. riend, and. 


* 
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Humble $ ervant, 
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INTRODU CTION.“ 1 
= ” HE na Sounder es FS 
ble Apprehenſion we can form of = 
God is, That he is a” Being of 1 

Infinite Love and Beneficence ; 13 
that he is good, and does good and that pal. 119; 11 

his tender Mercies are over all hit Mort. 68. 1 
This is the deareſt and moſt Godlike =_— 
1 Attribute, and the Divine Glory ſeems ' 
| moſt particularly concern'd in the Hen out ** i 
and Vindication of it, againſt thoſe fatal 1 
Predeſtinarians, who Jook upon the Father =» 
of Mercies as one that hath made My= - mY 

riads of his Creatures purpoſely to make. 1 
them for ever miſerable; and as one that 

| delights in triumphing over the Wretched © nt 

| 7..." nl Calamitous, whom yet nothing but . WMA 

huis own peremptory Decree hath made = 

| ſo, and who were abſolutely doom'd unto = 
Miſery, even long before they either ſinned 1 

or had a Being: For fo indeed (and *tis = "0" 

{ad that ſo it is) too many repreſent the _ 

God of all Love and Righteouſneſs under So 

Ne the Charadter of the moſt-deteſtable In- .A 

bo "= * juſtice . 


r 
of ww} 4240 


LL 
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. ESSAI on 
juſtice and Cruelty, and make him who 
is the true Lover of Men an Almighty 
Cannibal, and an Idol more black | 
than the God of the barbarous Ame- | 
ricans. | 
- Which injurious Thoughts of the Bleſ- 
ſed and moſt Amiable Being are very ſub- 
tilly inſinuated under the fair pretence of 
advancing his Sovereign Will, his Power 
and Prerogative over all his Creatures, 
And as if theſe Perfections could not 
otherwiſe be acknowledg'd and defended, 
* ._ , --- they have ſtrained them beyond all the 
* bounds of Juft and Good, and robb'd the 
| Divine Being of the brighteſt Pearl of 
Majeſty, even the lovely Harmony of his 


* 


never - jarring Attributes. 

For indeed a Will that is Arbitrary and 1 
not govern'd by Wiſdom and Goodneſs, [= 
is 2 mere effeminate Weakneſs and un- 
accountable Humour, and infinitely un- 


becoming of him, who does all things | 
= according to Counſel, to Righteouſneſs 
ccc 


So that the mighty noiſe of the Glory | 
of God's abſolute Dominion in contriving © 
and reſolving the Ruin of his Creatures, 
even for mere Will and Pleaſure-ſake, 
and without any regard to their own De- 
faults, is no Exaltation of any Perfeftion  \ *© 
in Ged, but a fad and viſible Reflection 
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Enemy to tr Relig ion, the Foundation 


of that being laid in ede Merey and Love. -. i 


of God towar 
And thus they ry greatly diſparage 
the Grace of God, who under the Covert 


of its Freeneſs detract from its Fulneſs 
and Extention, and with narrow and di- 


miniſhing Conceptions repreſent. it as 4 
deſultory and contracted thing, ſcattered 
only here and there by humorous: mea- 


. ſures, and directed by no other Rule bot | 


what i is arbitrary and partial. 
For this celebrated Freeneſs i is bur 4 
fond doting on ſome few, who fancy 


themſelves the ſpecial Darlings of Hea- 


ven, but not upon any reaſon. they have 
to think ſo, either from the ſoundneſs of 
their Faith, or the goodneſs of their Lives, 
but from pure Imagination, and an over- 

weaning Opinion of themſelves. And 
then they admire (as well they may) 


the Freeneſs of that diſcriminating Grace 
which hath choſen them to be the pe- 


culiar People, with as little reaſon as they 
conceit themſelves to be ſo. 

In a word (and let me ſay it again) 
this Freeneſs which they commend in 


God, is what we juſtly call childiſh 


and unreaſonable Fondneſs in our ſelves, 


and which we may therefore moſt aſſu- 
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1 bedly ede 18 gate diſſonant from 
J him, who is an univerſal Lover of Righ- | 
. teouſneſs and Goodneſs, and no ineon- if 
ditionate Reſpecter of Perſons. 
Let every good Chriſtian therefore 6 
comfort himſelf with theſe Thoughts, tat 
the God'whom we ſerve never denies his | 

Grace to any fit and capable Subject, that 
he never withdraws it from any Man un- | 

til it be abuſed, nor limits the great de- | 
ſign of his Clemency and Kindneſs, by 
granting any Monopoly of it only to a | 

tew particular Favourites: But has ſettled | 
it as a publick C harter upon the whole | 
Corporation of Mankind, and by the 
Paſhon/and Merits of our Lord hath re-. l 
deemed the intire Progeny of lapſed Adam, N 

and once more hath placed them all in [ 
a falvable State, and poſnbility of Life 
Eternal. 5 bo 3 
For this was the great end and purpoſe | 
. of Chriſt's Incarnation and Advent a- | 
* * Heb. 2- 9. mongſt us, That he by the Grace of God . | 
* ſhould taſte Death for” every Man: i. e. 


through” the Divine Compaſſion and | 
Kindneſs ro us Mortals, the Son of God 
is appointed to ſuffer all the dreadful 
Pangs and Miſeries of an accurſed Death, 
for the great, the univerſal and everlaſt- ' ne 
ng * of n * | 3A 


And- 


* 


2 \ W | 1 
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God. towards us, in that he ſent his only 
begotten Son into the W in that we 58 
tive thr aug him. 
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This therefore being n. not 8 a Truth, | 
but withal a very important and bleſſed 
one; an Article in which every Man is 
molt highly concern'd,-and which is cer- 


tainly molt worthy of all Se Aecep- * Tim, ME 


4s 1 | 15. 
1 ſhall therefore the more readily, and 
with a greater freedom, ofter my een 
upon it, and they in ſhort are? 
That Chriſt did not die purely for the be We 


* Mankind, only for the Elect, ot thoſe 


that ſhall. be actually and eventually 
ſaved; but for all and every Man what- 


: ſoever, without any manner of Ex- 


ception or Reſtraint. 
And that the Righteouſneſs, the Death, 
* and Sufferings of our Lord and Saviour 2 C. 5. 


have put every Man into a capacity of 1. 
cs the Divine Favour, in a poſſibility of Joi 3-16. 


Pardon, and the obtaining an everlaſting 


© Salvation, 
That neither Adams Sin, nor any paſt 


1 (and forſaken). Miſcarriages of our own 
© {hall render God implacable and irrecon- 


© cilable to us; but that through his Son 
our Lord he will afford all neceſſary cn 
8 an 
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Ky tand Aſſiſtance to enable and excite us to 
Faith, Repentance and good Living. 
| And that upon the godly and faithful 
this abundant Mercy | 


improvement 
ba. Help, he will moſt aſſuredly forgive 


{ all Men their Sins, juſtify and ever bleſs | 


© and fave them. 


And this I take to be a true and a plain | 
(tho ſhort) Account of our moſt happy 
Redemption; and do preſume that theſe 


few words comprehend the whole of 
what we have any juſt and neceſſary oc- 


caſion to inſiſt upon (at leaſt in this Eſſay) 
concerning the Extent and Parpeſe of the 
Death of Chriſt. | 


Andi in this Article of Chriſtian Faith 
I am ſo far from being ſingular (which 
by the way is ſome Comfort) that *twere 
eaſy to produce ſeveral Councils, publick 
Confeſſions of Faith, and a numerous 
Catalogue (of the moſt eminent) both 
of Antient and Modern Divines, all of 


them giving a very ample T cſtimony 


hereunto. 


However, waving ſuch Topicks of ex 
ternal Authority (for the preſent, and un- 
til there be a greater occaſion) let us ſee 


how far theſe few following Arguments 


will contribute towards the Proof of the 


Rueſtion before us. 


The 
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Univerſal Redemption. © vn "2 } I 
The Extent and Parp6& of Chrift* ane. 1 
Death, and of our Redemption hy him are 
exhibited and declared to us in the moſt 
plain and general Terms, I think I may 

| ſay in the higheſtSigns and Notes of Uni- 

| verſality : In ſuch that are clear and open 
to the common Senſe and 1 ' 
Y of Mankind, and that are free from all 

| Ambiguity and doubtful Meanings : As, 


1. By a i Indefinite: . Ss 42. 


| Saviour of the Warld,. | 
| | 2, By a univerſal Collective: 1 * Tim-2.6. 14 


Save himſelf a Ranſom for all, — And Chap.qao. 
| wb « the Saviour of all Men. 


3. By a univerſal Diſtributive: That Heb. 2+ 9. | ö 
he by the Grace of God  ſbould taſte 
Death for eyery Man, 


4. By a univerſal Affirmative oppoſed 8 

=D to a particular Negative: He i 4 Joh.. 2. 

0 Propitiation for the Sins of the whole | 
World, and not for ours only. 


5. By a univerſal Negative and a un 3.4 
verſal Affirmative placed i in oppoſi- - #43 
tion to each other: — Not willing 2 Pet. 3. bY 

| that any. ſhould periſh, but that 4 

| - ſhould come to Repentance, to the 4d. 

en d en of rhe Truth, * be «4 


fal 
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WNWNo theſe T preſume will be owned 
©. by every Man, to be very plain and ge- 
F neral Expreſſions, and that they are not to 
| be reſtrained or abridg'd of their natural, | 
; i. e. of their uſual Extent and Significan- i 
. cy, without a very good and obvious rea- 

= | | | 1821 ' 

| $ ſon for ſuch 2 Reſtriction : And that it 
F. is not enough to pretend that in ſome 
places of holy Scripture, and upon ſeve- 
6. - ral other occaſions, divers of the like (or 


BE... ever of: the fame) Expreſſions are to 
x be underſtood in a very narrow and limi- 

eee 1 3 
IT̃ beſe Univerſals, the World, the whole 
Moria, all Men, and every Man, &c. When 
they are fimply put, z. e. inſerted and 
made uſe of without any Reſtriction ei- 
. ther of expreſs words, or that neceſſarily 
| ariſeth from the nature of the Speech, or 
the Subject ſpoken of; they never do or 
can ſignify the far leſſer and ſmaller part 
of Mankind, much leſs the Elect only, or 
be the little World, which (as ſome fancy) 
iz ſabſolutely predeſtinated unto everlaſt= | 
BL  -| This is a falſe Notion of the word 
[ Morld] which is no where uſed in this | 
* ſenſe (at leaſt not in all the New Teſta- | 
ment) but either for the whole ſpecies of 
Joh. 3. 14. Mankind, as, God ſo loved the World, &c. | 
| or for the wicked and worſer part of ' 
Men, 


— = — n e r 
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Univerſal Redemptiun. 18 
Men, If the World hate you; Nc.  Jol.1ga8: WY. 
Nay, on the contrary, the Chriſtians 
are not only never called the World, but 
frequently and in expreſs terms they are yy 
contradiflinguilh''-chereviito; —- Te are Job. 13.9. 
not of the World, but T have choſen you out Is 
of the World, © ei ee, At 
And again, — We know that we are of 1 Joh. gag. 
Go, And the whole World: lieth in 
Wickedneſs; i.e. not the leſs, hut by much 
the greater part of it. - 791190 UT 55; 
And now certainly, when the plain 
and literal ſenſe of Scripture doth/zet «laſb 
with any Article of Faith, with ſome e. 
preſs and plain Paſſages of the Jame holy © © 
Writings, or the Scope and Series of tie 
Context, or with ſome clear and ſound 1 
Principles of Reaſon, we bought not to re. 
cede from, but to prefer it unto any other = 
Senſe or Interpretation whatſoever. * * _ 1 
And I appeal to all thinking and ge- Fl 4 i 
nerous People, whether the Doctrine of -Y 
| _ Chriſt's procuring” a Salvability for A1 - i 
Without exception, be not of a more fa- 4 
| _ vourable Nature and Conſideration, both Win 
| - in regard of God and Men, and more = 
conſonant to the nature of Religion, and TS 
the Government of the World, than his 1 
| leaving the greateſt part of Mankind "* 
under an abſolute impoſſibility! of vor 
being either good or happy. 1 3 
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Ws... And accordingly we may obſerve that 
= the Doctrine of Univerſal Redemption is 
generally recommended to us as a ground 
5 5 — reaſon of ſame very important Duty, 
' .Wherein all Mankind are concern'd, or as 
"a Motive and Inducement to the univerſal 

Practice thereof. 95 

As for inftance. Our Saviour's words 
b rhe God's Love to the World, were in- 
tended to invite all People to come unto, 
and to believe on him : It is mentioned as 
the great Reaſen of that univerſal Obe- 

« dience Which we owe unto Chriſt, con- 

2 Cor. 5. adening the; high Dignity of his Perſon, 
14. and his becoming lower than the Angels, 
Toes his ot Kindneſs unto, and 
for the unſpeakable benefit of us Mortals, 
Chap g. 9. That we thro 10 his Poverty might be rich, and 
by his Sufferings be eternally happy; ; he 
© Am by the Grace of 'God came and 
taſted Death for every Man. 

Again, cis propoſed as the great Mo- 
tive to our Patience and Perſeverance, our 
hope and our truſt m God amidſt all the 

* Trab and Troubles of this World. i 
22 Farther, it is uſed as a ver powerful 
_ Argument to encourage us all to amend 
= our Lives wherein we have done amiſs, 
3 and then to depend upon Chriſt's Merits 
| and Interceſſion tor the Pardon of gur Sing, 
| for i TA and Life Boon 
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2 ſa . . 
And to mention no more, *cis'alſo uſed 


as an Argument, that Supplications, PyYays 1 Tim. a. 1. 
ers, Interceſſions, and giving of * "Thanks 


ſhoald be made for all Men, for Kings, and 
for all that are in Authority. © 
Certainly therefore, were theſe chings 


but once ſeriouſly and diſtinRly confider'd, 
they are enough to makeall reachable and 
ingenuous Men aftaid ef contradifting a 
Principle, not only ſo clear in it fe; But 
alſo of ſuch va importanee and con- 
dernment in its Uſd. S ⁰²/²⁴ƷãÜ˙sñ Nan 
For after theſe maniſeſt Deelaratiots 
over and over touching the univerſal Ex- 
tent of the Death of Chriſt, to malte a 
Monopoly or Incloſure of it to 4 few, 
leaving all the reſidue of Mankind under , 
an inevitable neceſſity” of periſhing for 
ever: What is this but to give the holy. 
Scripture (I had almeft ſaid ) the Lie, 
and to ſhake the Minds of People in the 
Practice of their Duties, yea to deter them 
from all Obſervance of Religion, by ra: 3M 
ſing and digging up the very Foundation £8 
| that was deſfignedly laid for the building 
up of all Men in Faith and Holineſs, — 1 
by taking away that which was graciouſ- 1 
ly vouchſafed to ſupport the whole Fa- 
brick of Virtue and Piety in the World? 
To conclude this Argument. They 
who teach that Chriſt died only 1 
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. and intended to be a Saviour but of | 
ga ſew, and the lefler part of the World, | 
= and not of all and every Man, not of che. | 
World, and the whole World, cc. they do 1 
ſpeak as much in contradiction to the | 
Word of God, astheaffirmation anddenial F 
ofthe very ſame Term, wherein the Eſſence | 
of a Contradiction is defined to conſiſt, - 

And they cannot but own: that the 
Scriptures 0 no whefe expreſly aſſert the 
Redemption of the Elect only, and that 
they do never either by any univerſal or 
particular Negatives at all declare againſt 
- _ - Chriſt's dying for all Men. The which 
2 2 gold think might be a little conſi- 
by thoſe Gentlemen, Who (to ſay 

no 2 95 85 ſo unſucceſsfully Wrack their 
Wits, to Bie and obſcure all the expreſs 
and general Plira ſes which countenance ſo 
reaſonable and fo bleſſed à Doctrine as 
this of Univerſal Redemption. | t of | 
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.. The great and manifold Bleſſing: s 0¹ 
8 the Croſs of Chriſt are as — 
diffuſed, and reach (at leaſt in offer and 
deſi gn) to as many as do the penal Evils 
-of Original Sin; and the happy Redemp- 
tion and Deliverance wrought out by 
the bleſſed Jeſus, is for every Man that 15 
become mortal and miſerable er wy 
unhappy Fall of the Frotoplaſt. 591 ©: | 


p | y N ; '+ AY .7 3 
Univerſai Redemption. WOO 


—— — — 


For as in Adam ad die, even ſo in Chriff's cor. 1 
| ſhall all be made alive. It's true, theſe words” 22 - 
| _ refer chiefly to the Death and Reſurrecti- L 
on of the Body, c. But then can we 
| imagin that a merciful Redeemer would 
(even by his Death and Suffer ings) pro- 
| cure our living again in the World to 
come, and not procure for us a poſſibility 
of being happy therein ? Ms Wh 
' Nay, but on the contrary, we are #1 
plainly told that the ſame Many, and the Roms. 
ſame 47 who were under Condemnation 
and Death for the firſt Tranſgreſſion, 
have now the free Gift and Offer of Juſti- 
fication and Life, through the Righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt. God commended ( ſaith vers. 
the Apoltle) h Love tomards us, in that 
while we were yet Sinners, Chriſt died for us © 4 
Therefore being juſtified (or redeemed) by ver. ge 
his Blood, we ſhall be ſawed from Wrath to 


come. | 4 1 

And 4s by Adam's Offence Death and 1 
Condemnation came upon all Men; even ſo = 
thro the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt the free - 


Gift of Juſtification and Life is tendred un- 
to all Mex: i. e. all Men are again put in- 


to a ſalvable State and Capacity of Par- - 
don, and of immortal Bleſſedneſs. 
Here the Commenſurableneſs and Co- 
,CXtERfion of the Grace of God in Chriſt 
for the Juſtification of Men, with the 9 
| e 1 Condem- 
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DLondemnation brought upon them by 
Adams Sin, is moſt plainly aſſerted; and 
the Condemed ones of Adam, and the 
Juſtified ones of Chriſt are frequently 
* computed by the very ſame numerical 


ver. 15. 


Ver. ig. 


Terms and Expreſſions. 

For as in ſome Verſes we read of- no 
more than many made Sinners, and be- 
coming dead thro the Offence and Tranſ- 
greſſion of Adam; ſo in the very ſame 
places we read of no fewer than many to 
whom the Grace of God hath abounded, 


and who ſhall be made righteous by 
Chriſt. 5 . 


And again; as we hear of no more 


than Al under Condemnation, ſo of no 
fewer than Al that are recovered to the 


8 


poſſibility of Juſtification and Life. 
Seeing therefore that thoſe who die 


"thro the firſt Adam, and thoſe who are 


redeemed again' by the ſecond, are ex- 


preſod by the ſame univerſality of Phraſe, 


and that frequently repeated in ſeveral 


| ſucceſſive Verſes, we cannot but judg it 


moſt abſurd, and altogether arbitrary, to 
reſtrain and limit the latter Number to a 


very few in the compariſon, even whilſt 
we {juſtly ) allow to the other the ut- 


moſt Univerſality and Extenſion. 
And it is ſurely a very weak and childiſh, 


thing to objec}, that ſuch univerſal Ex- 


preſſions 
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Univerſal Redemption. _ 19 
preſſions are ſometimes (and upon other 
occaſions) to be taken in a very reſtrictive 
and narrow ſenſe, unleſs there were, the 
ſame manifeſt reaſon and neceſſity for the 
5 doing ſo here. A 
* But to prevent and obviate any ſuch 

pretence, it is ſufficient to appeal to the 
thinking part of the World, whether it 
would not ſeem a very ſtrange, and un- 
accountable Procedure to pardon the prin- 
cipal (if not ſole) and wilful Criminals, 
and to redeem and deliver them from the 
Puniſhment of their Sins; and yet to re- 
pProbate and condemn Millions of their 
Offspring for that Tranſgreſſion, who 
could no more prevent the Commiſſion 
of it, or contribute towards it, than they 
could hinder their being born of Parents 
i that had fin'd ; and who, were no more 
| Cauſes of Adam's Fall than of their own 
| Beings, or the World's Creation. 
Could the Father of Mercies be ſo 
tranſcendently ſevere, as eternally to con- 
demn the greateſt part of his Children, 
\ even without the leaſt regard unto, or 
conſideration had of their Sins, i. e. of 
any that were properly theirs; and not 
rather give his Son to die for all as well as. 
* ſome, the one being as feaſible and eaſſꝶ 
| 
| 


as the other? And Goodneſs loves to e 
tend and diffuſe it ſelf, and is magnified 
vil "ms Oy. 
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hy its Latitude as well as its Intention. 
And all the Poſterity of Adam were in 
an equal State and Condition with regard 
to the firſt Offence, i. e. none of them 
could either poſſibly prevent, or aſſent to 
its Commiſſion; at leaſt ſome were not 
more guilty of it than others. And Ju- 
ſtice no more required that the greateſt 
part of the World ſhould ſuffer for it, 
than that all ſhould do ſo. 

And as for Grace and Mercy, they are 
ſurely much more illuſtrated in the Re- 
demption of all, than of only a few. 
And one would think that not only 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs, but Juſtice too, 
do require that Adam ſhould as well be 
the Repreſentative of the whole World 
in his Reſtoration, as in his Fall: For 
it feems moſt reaſonable to ſuppoſe, if 
all Men muſt be concluded in his Sin, 
that then they ſhould be likewiſe included 
in the Pardon that was granted to him 
—_— TT. | | 

As touching the firſt, ſeveral good Rea- 


_ ſons may be offer'd, i. e. wheretore many 


of the Miſeries of this Life, and Death 
it ſelf at laſt, ſhould deſcend on all Men, 
after, for, and upon the conſideration of 
the Tranſgreſſion and Fall of Adam : But 

as for the redeeming of a few rather than 
all, I could never yet ſee any thing like 
thereunto. e 
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Univerſal Redemptiun. 11 
The ſum of the Argument is, That 
Chriſt died for all that were dead in 4- 
| dam, and to this end and purpoſe too, viz. _ 5 
| That all] whom he died for, ſbould not 2 Cor. 5» 


live unto elves, but unto him that died "> ® 4 ' 
5 for them: i. e. they who are graciouſly 1 
.F W— . 1 
285 redeemed from their miſerable Eſtate and 
1 Condition, and placed in a new Capacity 


* of being happy, are thereby defign'd 
and moſt highly oblig'd to live not ac- 
cording to their own Luſts and Corrup- 
tions, but in all ſincere and conſtant Obe. 
dience to the Will and Commandmeats 
of him who died and roſe again, hat he 
might bleſs us all, in turning every one of 
us away from our Iniquities. ' 
Now the Apoſtle deſigning to ſhew 
this, 2. e. how greatly all Men are (to 
| the utmoſt that in them lies) concern'd to 
be thankful and obedient to Chriſt, upon 
| the conſideration of that loſt and mylera- 
5 ble Eſtate from which he hath delivered 
them, does therefore lay down this ge- 
neral Propoſition, viz, That all were 
dead. | i | 
And the Medium or Argument to prove 
this Univerſal Ruin, is taken from the 
Univerſality of Redemption, or Chriſt's 
dying for all: Oze died for all, therefore als 
| were dead. | | : 
: But now if Chriſt did not die for all 
Wy B 3- that 
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* hat were dead in Adam, then the extent | 
of his Death could not prove that all were 1 
dead: And the reaſon is plain, even be- ; 
Cauſe a Univerſal cannot be infer*d from a * 
- Particular; 4. e. To argue that Chriſt died 
foot ſome only, therefore all were dead, is 
plainly inconſequent. | 5 
St. Paul's reaſoning muſt 3 be 
weak and falſe, or the Doctrine of Uni- 
verſal Redemption be certainly true. 4 
One died for all, therefore all were dead. 1 
Now if the word All in both theſe Pro- 
poſitions be not univocal, and of the ſame 
Extent and Comprehenſion, the Apoſtle's 
meaning muſt needs be one of theſe two: 
Either, | 
45 One died for {iti only, therefore 
ſome only were dead. Or, 
w_— 2. One died for ſome only, ee al 
1 were dead, - 
| "But take which you pleaſe, it amounts 
to much the ſame ;- for the former Con- 
 clufion j is falſe in Divinity, and the latter 
is as plainly ſo, according to the true 
nature and juſt form of Argumentation; . | 
and is ſuch a manifeſt Fallacy, as one 
might almoſt hope that no Perſon would 

ever ſhew himſelf either ſo raſh, or fo 
ignorant, as once to charge it upon the 

Great and Learned A poſtle. 

And this (I chink) ſhews that Chriſt 
taſted 
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taſted Death for as many as were loſt, 
for as many as needed a Propitiation to 
reſtore them to Life and | Happineſs; -- . 
or otherwiſe the Argument would have 
been moſt ſhamefully weak and incon- 
cluſive. 15 32. ee 0 OT 
If Chriſt had made an Atonement for i. if 
the Elect only, if one died for a few, this =” 
indeed would have prov*d that thoſe were 
ina loſt and undone condition ; but ſurely 
it could never poſſibly have followed from 
thence that therefore All were dead. 


The Extent and Amplitude of the Or: 443. 
der and Direction given to the Apoſtles += 
and their Succeſſors tor the univerſal Mi: 
niſtry and Promulgation of the Goſpel, 
is certainly a very full and convincing 
Proof of the Queſtion before us. | 3 
- They were commanded to teach all Na+ Mat. 28.19 
tions, and to make Proſelytes to the Chris _ pi 
ſtian Religion; to preach the Goſpel to eve- Mark 16. 
ry Creature; to ſhew that God's Intentions . 
were that no People ſhould be paſſed by ; - i 
but hat Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins Luke 24. 
ſhould be preached in Chriſt's Name among 427 
all Nations. | 
They were now to teſtify that Chriſt I 
gave himſelf 4 Ranſom for all: And that 1 Tim. 2.5. 
God was in Chriſt reconciling the World un. 2 Cor. 3. 3 
F 9 himPelf. : 5 194 
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= And . were to kd that God hath 
commanded (not all Men in ſome places, 
- A&.17.30. nor ſome Men in all places, but) all Men 
every where to repent. | : | 
And accordingly the Apoſtles. went | 
forth and preached, every where faith | 
eise St. Mark, meaning to all Pepple and Nas 
tions within their reach; for they were 
AG 1. 8. to be Witneſſes to Chriſt ; in Jeruſalem, | 
in all Jadea, and in 1 and to the | 

* uttermoſt Parts of the Earth. 
And were it neceſſary to our preſent 
purpoſe, it might (I preſume in fome | 
good meaſure.) be ſhewed when the | 
Apoſtles ſolemnly parted from each other | 
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3 to execute their Maſter's Will, and how ; 

& they took their particular Provinces, and 9 
went every one into the Country that was 
—_—_ aſligned him; and how thoſe many Apo- 
4 ſtolick Perſons who were afterwards en- | 


gaged in the ſame weighty Imployment, 

'travePd into diftant Places and Territories, 
that the ſound of the Goſpel might go 

forth into all Lands, and that there might l 

be no People, Nation or Language, but 

the good News of it ſhould be heard a- = 

| 


mongſt them. 
And-this indeed was one great Bod of 


p the Gift of Tongues that was granted on | 
f + a day of Pentecoſt, and that contiriued | 
fr ſeveral years after, that no means of | 
. 1 x in [ 


1 Ws "eto — 1 

| inſtructing all People might be wad where * 
[8 wanting, gt 
| Now whence could all this come, bu 
| from the Compaſſion and Goodneſs of God 
| to a degenerate and miſerable World, 
| even to all Perſons in all Places and Ages 
ol the World (at leaſt) from thence- 
| forwards ? 

i And what could be the oreat and good 
| Deſign of the Father of Mercies in all 

this, but that every one ſhould come to 

| the knowledg of the Truth, be converted 

| and lire? 

| It was the end of St. John che Baptiſt 

| his: preaching, To give the ;knowleag" of 

N Salvation to his People, for the Remiſſon 
f Sins, through the tender Mereies of God, Luke 1 
1 whereby the Day-jpring from on high h 
| viſited them; to give Light to ſuch that ſat 
FER __ Darkneſs, and to guide their Feet into the 
| Pays. of Peace. 

The ſame was the end of our Saviour's 
preaching, that all People might come to 
him, and that by him they might hayve 

Life ; For God ſent not his Son into the Joh. 3.7%. 
1 World to condemn it, but that the World 
| through him might be ſaved. | 
And the very ſame was the end of the 
holy Apoſtles and their Succeſſors preach- 
ing, chat they might fave what was once 
jolt, i. e. thoſe Sinners who heard them, 
i, becauſe 
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teaſe God's defire was to bleſs them, in 


ARs 3. 26. Feed every Man from his Iniquities. 


Go preach the Goſpel to every Creature; 
here is our Order, and: by virtue of this 
we exhort all Men every where to believe 
and repent; and to induce them hereunto 
we open a door of Hope, and this Hope 
we found upon Chriſt, who by the Grace 
of God hath rad Death for every Man 
And therefore we offer a Pardon ſealed 
in Blood, a Heaven of Reconciliation 
here; and a Heaven of Glory hereaſter; 
and ſa to every one that hears us, Bebbla, 
u , the accepted time, even the day of 
Salvation, repent ye therefore and your Sins 
alt be blotred out; receive the Golpel, 17 


0 ow Souls ſhall live for ever. 


Ezck, 18. for 


We beſeech you to be reconciled unto | 
God; for why ſhould your immortal 
Souls, now ſaveable through Chriſt, be 
eternally loft and undone through your 
own Folly and wilful Impenitence? There- 
turn ye, turn ge, for wi will ye die? 

not, becauſe tis impoſſible for you 
to live; for had it been God's Will that 
F du ſhould periſh, he would never. have 
thrown 1 it upon your's. 

Had your Sins been unavoidable, he 
would not have ſaid, Caf away all hour 
Tranſgraſions: Had your Repentance been 


impoſe, he would not have added, 
| | Make 


"ms, 
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| Make you 4 nem Heart and u new Spirit. 
Y Did he delight in your Deſtruction to 
| ſhew his Power, he would not then have 
'F proteſted, that he hath no pleaſare in the 
Death of him that dieth, but- rather that 
be ſhould return aud live, 
FA Say not therefore within your ſelves, 
that God's ſecret Will concerning your fſu- 
ture State is contrary to his revealed one: 
for to ſpeak.good things and mean ill 
ones, we juſtly reckon amongſt our Vices z 
tis Blaſphemy therefore to aſcribe it to 
the God of Righteouſneſs: and Truth.” | 
Had the peremptory Decree of God 
been the cauſe-of your Ruin, he would 
| haverather'told'you that die IS — 
| than have 7 ask'd you reaſoß 5 
Wherefore. C1 1 
He would not then have bid you vive Luke 13. 
to enter in at the ſtrait Gate, but rather 
have told you that tis in vain to ſtrive; 
2 'Y for *tis in vain to endeavour where tis im- 
1 . Poſlible to accompliſh. _ 
In a word, th true Miniſters of the 
Goſpel do call on all Men indifferently 
4 = Name of Chriſt ) to return unto 
God, and to make themſelves capable of 
tus Favour by .the Reformation of their 
Laves. IF 
It therefore follows that the Bleſſe 


Teſus ſuffered and died even for the Bleſle 
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good of al Men, for that the Offer made 
= of him in the Goſpel i is founded upon the 
= Oblation of him on the Croſs. 
3 We are to declare to any, Man (that 
wil hear and can underſtand what is ſaid 
unto him) that Chriſt hath purchaſed 
11 Remiſhon of Sins, and Lite eternal for 
„ all and that no Man ſhall miſs of either, 


neglefts his own Salvation. 

Hor unleſs we ſay thus much, we ſay 
nothing to the purpoſe, even nothing (at 
the very belt) but a few Uncertainties, 
and. weak Conjectures; a heap of Per- 
adventures and mere Preſumprions. 

But now if Chriſt hath not died for all 
\ Men, and made their Salvation poſſible, 
theſe Declarations are but Deluſions and 
+ Extravagaucies,theſe univerſal Offers have 
* nothing of Reality and Truth in them, 
they are but Golden Dreams, mere ſha- 
dows of Happineſs, and words at ran- 
dom. 
For were it poſſible "a any of the Unre- 
deemed and Non- elect to believe, yet they 
could not be ſaved, for that they are not of 


[x ; the number of the Choſen, for whom only 
- the Son of God vouchſafed to die: And if 
2 tit be not poſſible for any of them to be. 


heve; then ſuch Preachers do but tanta- 
lize their Teople, Who ſay to all and 


1 I: | | | ad 
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unleſs he be falſe to himſelf, and wilfully 
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every one, Believe and you ſball be ſaved. * 

If Chriſt died not for all, the Goſpel 
cannot be preached promiſcuouſly wit 
any clearneſs of Senſe and Notion, and 
with any certainty of Truth. 

How can we ſolemnly ſay to every 
Man, f thou believeſt, thou ſhalt be ſaved, 

_ unleſs it be ſuppoſed that Chriſt died for 
every Man to make his Salvation and the 
Condition of it poſſible to him? 

For in cafe it ſhould be faid to any 
Man for whom Chriſt died not, If than 
believeſt, thou ſhalt be ſaved; ſuch a ſay- 
ing cannot be juſtified nor avouched for 
= Truth, much leſs is it of any concern- 

1 ment to him. | * 

Por where a Benefit is not at all, it can- 

1 not. be had upon any Conditions or Terms 

whatſoever: And certainly there is no 

Salvation in Chriſt for any other than for 

whom he died; therefore to encourage 
any Man to believe for whom Chriſt did 
not die, by ſaying, that in caſe he believes 
he ſhall be ſaved; what is this but to feed 
him with Aſhes, or to make him glad 
with Lies? | 

Neither is the offer of a Benefit of any 
concernment to ſuch to whom it is pro- 
pounded upon impoflible Conditions ; for 
it is really a denial of what ſeems to be 
promiſed, and an inſufferable upbraiding 
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ſe of their Impotence and Miſety. 


To declare that the Nom elect are ab- 


ech ſhut out from all the ſaving Be- 


* pefits- of the Croſs of Chriſt, and yet to 


ſay to them at the ſame time, that if the Y 


wil believe and repent they ſhall be ſav 


is juſt as if we ſhould idle tell a Man 


of a certain Inheritance deſign d for him 
in the fanciful World in the Moon, pro. 


vided he will but make a Ladder and 


climb up, and take the full and happy 
Poſſeſſion of it. 


And ſhall we then ſay that God pro- 


miſes Happineſs to any upon impoſſible 
Conditions, and that he will the more 
ſeverely puniſh them becauſe of their non- 
performance? This is inconſiſtent with 
the Father of Mercies, who gave his Son 
to die for all, and who through him giveth 
unto all Men a ſufficiency of Grace to do 
whatſoever he requires of them. 

For ſhould God declare his readineſs 
to pardon our paſt Sins, and offer a new 


Happineſs to us, and yet all this ſtill to 
depend upon impoſſible Terms, judg "i 


Whether this would be a Deſign wort 
of him, and at al] agreeable with hob. 


ſerious Deſires and Profeſſions which he 


bath: every where expreſſed, concerning 
our immortal Life and Bleſſedneſs. 


And therefore ſince we are fallen into a 
ſtate 
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ſtate of Sin, Miſery and Weakneſs, if 


God does now intend to better our Con« 
dition, and to recover us to our former 
Life and Health, it's plainly neceſſary 
that he impower and aſſiſt us ſo far as 
is ſufficient to render this gracious W 
of his effechual. 

But if God has no ſuch merciful Thank 
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poſes towards the generality of Mankind. 
or rather to all of them, how can the Pre- 


deſtinarians ever juſtify their promiſcuous, 


offers of the Grace of God to all their 


Hearers; for what is it to the moſt but 


Vanity and Falſhood ? 

But you'll fay they are ford ( at leaſb 
very often) to preach as tho Chriſt ad 

died for all. 


For if they ſhould ſay to n (nu- 


merous) dere as Sirs, God hath 
ſent his Son to die byt for a few, a few 
at leaſt in the Co pariſon, '&c, and it 
may be not one in twenty, forty; or an 
hundred, have any Salvation purchaſed 
by him; and there is no certain Evidence, 
3 for any of you that are not yet 
converted, that you are or ever can be 
of that number, for whoſe er Dann 
Chriſt ſuffered. e * A 

If theſe things were null tauphe 
| (which are believed by them, or at leaſt 
are the natural Conſequences of their 
40155 Faith) 
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ER how would i it my * People with 


a teartul Deſpondency and Diſt ae, 


F<. and quench all Deſires and En eavours 


eicher to apply themſelves to the means 
of Believing, or to the practice of God- 
les and Virtue? | 

Or doth ſuch a Doctrine as this at all 


agree with the account which the Angels 


| taken gave of the Goſpel, Fear not; for behold, 


7” 


we bring: you good Tidings of g reat Joy which 


* all People, & c. 5 
In fine, the Notion of Chriſt's dying | 


only far the Eled, Ge. renders the Mini- 
ration or the Goſpel either vain or in- 
effectual. 


Vain; wraſmuch as the Grace which 


wedeclare belongs to all our Hearers, may 


(i dught we know to the contrary ) 
belong to none, or at beat but to a very 


few of them. 
Ineffectual; ; for if we ſhould 5 
tell our People that Chriſt died ut for a 


' {mall, unknown number ; and that it is 


very uncertain whether any of them that 


bat us, have or ever can have any ſaving 


Intereſt in him. 


be likely to make many wiſe and rational 
' Converts! q 

But now if we preach as We e ought, and 
as Men of our better Trinciples can fairly 


do, 


Judg ye whether duch Preaching would 
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"=o 3 Dedh far, every 223 an A EN es 
he hath placed all Men in a falvable ade 3 


Faith and Hope, and a mighty Argus” 


may be juſtly and prudently preached 80 6: 
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here is a clear ground and reafop of their 


ment to excite — * to all the Duties: of WE OG 
Religion. #49 1 
Ide ſum of the Ar amd this; © 
The Goſpel and, Terms oft Life brad þ: 


every Man capable of hearing and under- 
ſtanding : Therefore Chriſt died not oni; 
for the Ele&, for a few, or à ſmall part f 
Mankind, but for all a d every Man, &. 

For to preach the Goſpel and Terms. of 
Life to all Men, is to aſſure them alf of 1 
the poſſibility of their future Happineſs, » 
elſe all preaching is vain and inſignifcant 8 
to them. 2 

To exhort all Men indifferently to Faith e 
and Repentance, as the way to Life Eter - = 
nal, if theſe Terms are ſuppoſed to be im- x MN 
poſſible tothe far greater part, is a rrifling re et, 
thing in the Preacher. 

To declare to all, that if they believe; | 
repent, and obey, they ſhall be ſaved, and 
yet to ſuppoſe the impoſſibility of theſe 
Terms to the moſt, is but a ſporting ._. 
with the Mifery and Impotence of the 
Non-redeemed. 


Laſtly ; If Chriſt died d bor for: ſome 
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. few, and yet the Goſpel may be indiffe- 
rently preach'd to all; I ſee no reaſon 

from the nature of the thing, wherefore 
then it may not be preached to the Devils 

H -. themſelves ; ſince this is as true of them, 

be that if they believe, repent, and obey, 

13 they ſhall all be ſaved, as it is of any 

= of the Reprobates for whole Salvation 
Chriſt died not: And the poſſibility of 

8 — and Happineſs is the ſame on both 
es. i ; 


Men are reprobated, and eternally pu- 
of niſhed purely for their own Perſonal De- 
faults, and for the obſtinate contempt and 
. refuſal of a Remedy; for abuſing the 
Grace and Mercy of God, neglecting their 
oon Salvation; and for not regarding the 
things which belong to their Peace whilſt 
1 the day of Peace and. Mercy laſteth. 
erb. 3. 6 For this cauſe cometh the Wrath of 
—_ God upon the Children of Diſobedience. : 
F. ,. And this is the Condemnation, that 
Men reject the Light that is come into the 
World, and prefer Darkneſs before it. 
Every Man is now made a ſingle Pro- | 
bationer for Heaven ; and if he do well 
he ſhall be accepted, but if not, Sin lieth | 
at his door. 1 3 
In the Great Day every Man ſhall 
receive according to the things _ 5 . 
e at 6 
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Univerſal Redemption. 35 
hath done in the: Body, whether they be good deren, 4 
or evil: Every one "Tha then be — 1 
and dealt with, anſwerably to his own Oh- ' 
{ervance or Tranſgreſſion of the Law he 
was under here; he ſhall not he reſponſi- 
ble for the Faults of another, or eter- 
nally miſerable without any of his o W n, 
But now, in like manner as God threat. 
neth at preſent, we may Very reaſonably 
ſuppoſe he will punii hereafter: And 
the Procedures of Dooms. day are the beſt 
Comment on the Eternal Decrees;. for as A 
God ſhall then deal with hy Creatures, f, 
even ſo did he purpoſe and determine tod 
do from all Eternity. 
For the Execution of the 98 De- 
crees ſhall anſwer to the Formation and 
firſt making of them, as the Figure in a - 
Mirror to the Subſtance before it: And © 
all the Decrees and Purpoſes of God in 
Eternity, and all the Acts and Revela- 
my tions of himſelf in Time, are ſo entirely 
one, that the latter are no other than a 
Tranſcript of the former. 
But now this is the conitant Language 
of the holy Bible, that he wh believes ot Mark 15. 
„ ſhall be damacd; and, except we repent ure 


88 = periſh in qur Vos; And that it we 
[Would enter into Eternal Life, we muſt 
keep the Commandments. 


. can we be juſtly puniſhed for t 
Wb C 2 making 
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making uſe of a Remedy that was al- 
Ways out of our reach, and fo never 
meant to heal us? 7 
Therefore to make it juſt to puniſh 
Men hereafter becauſe they do not be- 
llieve in Chriſt, nor live according to the 
Goſpel, it ſeems plainly neceſſary that the 
one die for them, and the other aſſure 
them of a poſſibility of being ſaved. 
If the refuſal of the means of Grace 
be the very Reaſon of Condemnation, ,| 
and the only Condition upon which Men |} 
are determined to future Miſery, moſt 
- manifeſt. then it is, that we all ſtand in 
2 Capacity of being eternally happy, and 
that there is a ſufficient help vouchſafed 
to make us ſo. 
The great Delign of Chriſt's Death 
was not to purchaſe a few little and 
temporary Advantages, but rather and 
chiefly our ſupreme and endleſs Good. 
It is therefore an unſpeakable Inſtance 
of the Goodneſs of God Almighty, that 
ſo very great a Benefit is offered to us; 
and this does plainly ſuppoſe the poſſibi- 
lity of dur obſerving the Terms upon 
which it is tender'd, or otherwiſe where's 
the Grace and Kindneſs of it ? | 
: The only Diſpute therefore is con- 
, cerning the Univerſality hereof, if that 
can be any Queſtion after we are ex me ly 
told, 


. by Univerſal Me, 5 1 4 


„ told, That God ſent not his Son into 7% Joh. 3-26, 8 

; 5 World to condemn, but to ſave it. And- "Y = 

again, That he ſo loved the World, as 

ive his only begotten Son, that whoſe ſoever 

Leer on him ſhould not phi, but "any 
everlaſting LE: 

For by the, World in this place w we can- 
not fairly and with any Couſiſtency of 
Reaſon and good Speech, underſtand a 
very few of Mankind, a ſmall number 
| - abſolutely elected, and who ſhall be as 0 
HS: 5 905 converted and ſaved : For —_— 
then the Text would be an intolerab ß, 

| harſh and uncouth Sentence; as for R- _— 

ample, God /o loved his Elec, &c. that = 

. whoſoever, &c. 

Now I demand ( according to this 

Notion ) in what regular Senſe and Con- 
{truction this univerſal Diſtributive Who- 

| foever, {hall or can be underſtood ? Since 

it is a thing generally known and allowed, 

that ſuch Particles of Speech do always 

1 a difference (at leaſt in poſſibili- 

ty) between the things ſo parted; and 
that this difference conſiſteth in that 
which occafioneth the Diſtribution. 

God fo lowed the World — — that whoſo- 
ever believeth ſhould not periſh, muſt then 
| neceſlarily imply, that even ſome of the 
| Ele& may poſſibly (at leaſt )' remain In- 
ew, and be miſerable for ever. 
N 3 Again, 


ray 


Y- %S 10S * 


39 pw mw ye ww Tr hy ww 19 


e 


Wa — 1 


. 


Ts 
5 " ry 


Happineſs of the Faithful ; and conſe- . 


Again, tho our Saviou 
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| viour expreſiy men- 
tions only. the Happineſs of thoſe that 


ſhall believe, yet he ſufficiently intimates 
the contrary concerning all Unbelievers : 
For unleſs this be ſuppoſed, we ſhall ut- 


terly disfigure his Intention, and render 
the Text altogether contrary both to Re- 
ligion and Reaſon. As for Example: 
God fo loved the N. orld, that he gave 


his only begotten Son, that TY either 
believeth or not 'believeth, might not periſh, 
bat have everlaſting Life, ' wg 


_— Certain it is therefore, that our Saviour 


does here as well ſuggeſt the Condemna- 
tion of Unbelievers, as he expreſſes the 


quently the World which he ſpeaks of 
comprehendeth more than the Elect, or 
otherwiſe ſome of them may be Unbe- 
lievers, and fo ſhall periſh for ever, | 
Moreover, 1t is contrary to Wiſdom 


and all ſeriouſneſs of Diſcourſe to ſuſpend 


that Benefit, &c. upon the performance 


of a Condition, which is moft juſtly, moſt 
ertainly, and with caſe to be had without 


FR et performance, 858 

This then being granted, that our Sa- 
viour does here ſuppoſe both the poſſibi- 
lity of ſome of the World ſpoken of re- 


maining Unbelievers, and the certainty 
of their Condemnation who prove to be 


| | T1 | | 
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ſuch, . e. that they ſhall periſh eternally + 
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To underſtand then by the World the 


der the Text, vi. 
God ſo loved the Elett— thay whoſoever of 


the Eleft believerh ——ſhould not periſh, bat 


have everlaſting Life; but whoſoever of the 


Fleck only, will unavoidably thus ren. 


Elect ſhall not believe, ſha 5 eternally : : 


Which is as much as to whoſoever 


of the Elect, i. e. none of = Elect ſhall 
never. be Good, 


In fine; They who reſtrain+this Text 
to the Elect only, muſt (if they will not 


balk their Principles) ſuppoſe Chriſt to 


ſpeak after this very odd and unaccounta- 
ble manner, v:z. 


God jo loved the World —— that whoſo- 


a ſhall do that which ts impoſſible for him 


to omit or leave undone, ſhall not periſh, _ 
have everlaſting Life. 


But did ever any one in his Wits molt 5 


nature of a Condition, and in order to the 
obtaining of ſome important Benefit, 


which is abſolutely neceſſary in it ſelf, and 


which the Man to whom it is propoſed 


could not poſſibly avoid? 


This is like giving you Mony upon 


condition that you will not be at Tork 


whilſt you are at London. 


That you will be ſure not to do that 


C 4 which 


ſtrictly and ſeriouſſy require. that in tie 
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which is impoſſible, and infinitely above 
_ power and reach ; and that you will | 
very careful not to omit or neglect the B 
doing of that which an Almighty Power 
Thall irref ſtibly compel and drive youto. 
Jo reaſſume the Argument: At 
Chriſthath brought the means of Re- 8 | 
covery to all; they therefore who pe- 
- Tiſh are to impute it to themſelves, be. 
cauſe when a ey is provided they * 
will not be cured. [ 
=. Aticdezi. The Oblation which Chriſt once made 
eis a perfect Redemption, Propitiation, and =o | 
= SES: Satisfaction for all the Sins of the whoſe | 
1 World, as well original as actual. 


Hle is the Saviour of all Men, but ſome ] 
Men will not be ſaved by him: This is | 
Plain by comparing two Verſes in the _ | 
ö ' *ifth Chapter of St. John's Goſpel toge- 
Ver. 344 ther; Theſe things I ſpeak ( faith our 
+” bleſſed Saviour ) that ye might be ſaved » 
e. "But ye wilt not come unto me, that ge might 
Dave Life El 

The former Text doth ſhew us the | 

3 final cauſe of the words foregoing, i. e. 
by that he did not only offer but mtend their 
I Salvation; and the latter doth ſbew as | 
| plainly, that they as wiltully refuſed it. | 
Ne is merciful to all, but the greateſt | 

I part of Men are unmerciful to themſelves ; ; | 
1 be! 15a ur of all, but yet all are not 
A 2 1 N ſaved, [ 


A” 


kw, 


Univer ſal Redemption. 
ſaved, .becauſe he only offers, but does 
not obtrude or force himſelf upon us, and 
the molt refuſe to receive him. 

- By his Antecedent Will he would have | 
no Man to periſh, but that all ſhould re. 
pent and hve ;- for this was the prime Bel 


ſign of his coming, even that we phe gy 
have Life, and have it abundantly. 
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But by his Conſequent Will every Man 


ſhall periſh who is finally impenitent; 


And therefore, tho our Help be in God, 
he having ſet Liſe-and Blededneſs roles 
us, yet the Wicked and Ungodly ſeek 


Death im the Error of their Ways, and wild. a. + 


pull Don Deſtruction with the Work of 
their own hands. 


And this is the only Cauſe or Condi- * 
tion of Reprobation : tor that is a Puniſh- 


ment, and a Puniſhment ſuppoſes a Fault, 


and a Fault implies a Power to have done 8 


better: And conſequently thoſe Who in 


the Event are wretched and miſerable, 5 


might have been glorious and happy. 
And therefore by neceſſary Conſequence 
again, moſt undeniably plain it is, that 
our Bleſſed Saviour did die to redeem and 
ſave not only the Elect, or ſuch who at 


laſt ſhall be actually ſaved by him, but all 


and every Man, Cc. 
The Threats and Promiſes of the Goſ- 
1 are 3 called the Tranſcripts and 


Copies 
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Copies of God's Decrees ; Mey e 
as they are, ſuch muſt his eternal Purpoſes 
be: But bis Threats (as well as Pro- 


his Decrees muſt be ſo too. 
God ſets a Bleſſing and a Curſe before 


26, 27. will not. 


28. 9. of us; but if we forſake him, he will caſt us 


off for ever. 


15. Heavenly Father will alſo forgive us; but if 
we do not, nither will he grant us any Par- 
Aon. 


live in thine Heart, &c. thou ſhalt be 
{aved : From wheace it follows, that if 


| ſhalt be damned, 
And, to mention no more at preſent : 


Rom. g. 13. If ye live after the Fleſh, ye ſhall die; but 
if throagh the Spirit ye do 2285 * Deeds 
of the Body, ye ſhall live. 

Now this is the conſtant form of God's 
making Covenant with his Creatures; 
and according to the fulfilling or not ful- 
filling of the Condition, the righteous | 


3 | |  Judg of all the World proceeds to — 


"Fan th {ball be R. ſay — C 
Mat. 25. en f ay ome ye 
FO, 1 bleſſed 


miſes) are all conditional, and therefore 


Deut. 11. us, A Bleſſing if we obey, and a Curſe if my 
x Chron. And if we ſeek the Lord, he will be found 


Mar. 6.14, I we forgive Men their Treſpaſſes, our 


Rom. 10.9 · If thou gal * with thy- Moath, and 


thou ſhalr disbelieve and deny him, thou 


BY 
1 


of Univerſal Redemption. 
bleſſed of my Father, inherit the Ringdom 
prepared for you For I was hungry, 
and ye gave ine Meat. Well done thou good 
and faithful Servant; thou haſt been faith- _ 
A ful auer a few things, I will make thee Ruler 
| over many, —— enter into the Joy of thy © 
—Theſe. have not defiled their Gor Rev. 3. 4. 
ments, and they ſhall walk with me in white; 
for they are worthy, . 
But on the contrary; He ſhall ſay to 
them on his left-hand, Depart from me ye 
Workers of Iniquity; when I was an hungry 
ye gave me uo Meat, and when I was thirjty 
Jie gave me not to arink. Pan. 1 
HhHecauſe whenl called, ye refuſed to anſwer, prov. x. 
and would have none of my Counſel, but de. 
. » Jpiſed my Reproof ; I will therefore laugh at 
| your Calamity, and mock when hour Fear 
— ee 
When Deſolation and Deftrattion cometh 
upon you, then ſhall you call upon me (crying, 
Lord, Lord, open unto us) bat I will not 
anſwer, 31 bas aa 
Tho now in the extreme Agony and 
Pain of your miſerable Souls, you ſhall © 
earneſtly ſeek my Pity and my Help, yet 3 
you ſhall not find it; even for that on 
A aaa and did not chuſe the Fear 
It is only for this that Men are finally 


repro- 
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reprobated, and made to bear the Wrath 
of an offended. God, even becauſe they 
are Children of Diſobedience, becauſe 
they have taken pleaſure in Unrighteouſs; 
fiesta. neſs, and would not receive the love of the 
'Y Truth, that they might be ſaved.  _. 
It therefore the Execution bf God's 
Decrees at the end of the World, doth 
bear any Analogy and Correſpondence 
to the making of them at the beginning: 
„And if Men are received into Heaven, 
and caft into Hell, conſidered as ſo and fo 
qualified, 1. e. if they are at laſt rewarded 
and puniſhed according to their good or 
bad living here; or, as St. John words 
Bev. 20.13. it, if every Man ſball be judged according 
ro his Works; and ſhall (as our bleſſed 
Mat. 18.25. Saviour tells us) be rewarded anſwera- 
Rom. 2-6. bly thereunto, or according to their Deeds: 
_ Moſt manifeſt then it is, that we are 
© each of us ſingle Probationers for Happi- 
neſs; and that Life and Immortality is 
= indifferently offered to us all. AndXonſe- 
= quently, that the Righteouſneſs, the Suf- 
nes, and Death of Chriſt have made 


4 - 


* 


it poſſible, either firſt. or laſt, for every 
. Man to be, or tg gauge peen ſaved. 

4g. 3. Some of thoſe whom Chriſt died for to 
Mm fave with aneverlaſting Salvation, may yet 
3 poſſibly be deſtroy d, and periſh for ever. 
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Univerſal Redemption. 5 45 
Holy Brethren, (faith the Apoſtle) par- Heb. 3+ to 
Pakers of the Heavenly Calling: Harden not „ 


your Hearts, as ſome of the Iraelites 
2 in the Wilderneſs ; for which the Lord 


Land. 


an evil Heart of Unbelief, and ou de part 
2D from the living God; i. e. from Obedience 
to him, and fo provoke his Diſpleaſure, 
and thereby exclude your ſelves from the 
Heavenly Canaan. 
For we are made partakers of Chriſt, i.e. —4 


of the Happineſs which he hath purchaſed > 


{ for us, if ( or upon the condition that) 


we bold faſt our Confidence; or that we 
_ perſevere in Chriſtian Faith and Obedi- 
; ence to the end. l 


leſt any of us ſhould finally miſcarry, and 
fall 1 of the Kingdom of Reſt and 
Glory that is promiſed us. 
Tou ſtand by Faith, be not high-minded, Rom. ur. 
but fear. — 
Aud let him that ( (upon never ſuch good x Cor. 166 


x ard ate, enn nn e 


He fall. 


teſt he become a C 2 away, Or a Reprobate. 
I know ?tis pretended that theſe Ex- 


| bortations are Means 2 Helps tending 
to 


And therefore let us fear and be careful. Chap. 4 . 


reaſon) thinks he Pandeth, take heed leſt — 


And keep his Body under a due Subjeition, —- 27. 1 


ſwore they ſhould never ſee the good == 


5 But take heed, leſt hike be in any of jou —=12:*J 
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to a neceſſary End; but ſurely Perſwa- 
ſives and Admonitions are very improper- 
ly given to prevent Impoſſibilities. 
And to ſuggeſt that the Means, and the 
Application of them too, are as neceſſary 
as the End to which they are directed, 
runs us into a Labyrinth and Circle of 
Confuſion, at leaſt equal to the old Stoica! 
= Fatality. | 5 
. Exhortations are moral Mediums, and 
= propoſed” to Men as to voluntary Agents, 
and fo imply a Power (at leaſt of Re- 
fuſal) and do plainly ſuppoſe, that if we 
do refuſe them, we ſhall certainly fall into 
the Evils and Misfortunes of which they 
Warned us. . . 
Rom. 14. And again, the ſame Apoſtle doth in 
like manner admoniſh the knowing and 
confirmed Chriſtian not to be any occa- | 
flon of Scandal and Offence to the weak 
Jones, in the open and imprudent uſe of { 
ver, x5. things indifferent: Deſtroy not him with 
% Meat, "of whom Chriſt died. 
And elſewhere he diſcourſing upon 
much the ſame Subject, tells us, that un- 
. leſs we temper our Chriſtian Liberty with 
[ Charity and with Caution, it is poſſi- 
| 2 Cor. 8. ble that through our Rnomledg a weak Bro- 
ther may periſh, for whom Chriſt djed. 
Now moſt evident it is, that the Death 
of Chriſt for all Men is ig theſe places 
urg'd 


Univerſal Redemption, | a: 
urg' d and made uſe of to excite our Care "BY 
and Charity towards each other, i. e. that 
we do not, that we ſhould not uſe any ß 
Means that may hurt and deſtroy ſuch 
whom Chriſt came to reſcue from De- 
ſtruction : But that we {ſhould do our 
| part to ſave them, even by an inoffenſive 
5 and exemplary Life, foraſmuch as Chriſt 
did his to ſave them by his Deatng. 
All which moſt plainly agreeth with 
that Saying of the ſame St. Paul to his 
Son Timothy, viz. Take heed unto thy ſelf, 1 Tim. 4. 
| and unto thy Doctrine — for in 5 ggg. 
thou ſhalt both ſave thy ſelf, and them that 
hear the. 
This therefore ſhews the Apoſtle's f 
Judgment, that tho Chriſt did really die f 
3 for all Men, yet ſome of them may (and 
Probably will) periſh, and that eſpecially e 
if any ſhall be ſo ſcandalouſly wicked, as 8 
to contribute thereunto. 442 191 
For if there were no fear or poſſibili- 
ty of their Damnation, the Dehortation 
would be plainly vain and-impertinent; 
and if. Chriſt did not die to fave ſuch ho 
yet may poſſibly periſh, the very Reaſon 
_ Ground of it would be foreigtt and 
XY. 8 > 1 Sul 
The Concluſion therefore is obvious, | 
that there is a poſſibility for ſome eter- 
nally to periſh for whom Chriſt Ons 
51% | 
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if you will, that his dying to ſave them, 
. e. to purchaſe a Salvation for them, doth 


not ſuppoſe an abſolute Neceſſity of their 
non-periſhing for ever. For, 

- x. ThePeriſhing and Deſtruction which 
the ſtrong Chriſtian is here warn'd not to 
expoſe the weak one to, is not any Tem- 
porary Ruin, or pure bodily Hurt ; but 
that which is ordinarily conſequent upon 


Apoſtacy from the Chriſtian Religion, or 
other hainous Crimes committed againſt 
the Light of Conſcience, and which is 
_ chiefly future, and belonging to the World 


to come. 
2, This very Admonition neceſſayily 


ſuppoſes a poſſibility of the future Ruin 


of {ome of thoſe whom the bleſſed ſeſus 
loved and died for: For otherwiſe *twere 


very ridiculous (even in ſerious manner) 


to admoniſh Men not to do ſuch things, 
leſt thereby they ſhould chance to deſtroy 


thoſe who are above all poſſibility of De- 
ſtruct ion. . Y | 


3. We are here to obſerve, that the 


ſtreſs of the Argument, whereby the Apo- 


{He enforceth the Dehortation, doth moſt 


plainly conſiſt in this, viz. That thoſe. 
_ Perſons indifferently, whoſoever they 
were, to whoma Scandal or Offence might 


be offered, were yet moſt certainly fuch 
for whom Chriſt died. 


| x 
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Univerſal Redemption. 

And not that by mere chance and ac- 
cident, or fo far as we know, there may 
happen to be ſome few, and here and 
there one of the Elect and Redeemed,even 
amongſt theſe many weak and ignorant, 
theſe grieved and offended Brethren. 

But abſolutely, that Chriſt died for 
any, or every one of them ( which muſt 
be grounded upon his dying for all Men :Y 


And from hence he inferreth the Miſchief 


and ill Conſequence of giving any Scan- 
dal and Offence to any whomſoever of 
them, and tells us, that it tends to, and 
endangers the Ruin and Deſtruction of 


ſuch for whom our Saviour died, and for 


whoſe Salvation he was pleaſed to ſuffer. 

But now if Chriſt hath died only for 
ſome few, and if they ſhall all infallibly 
be ſaved, and all the reſt as unavoidably 
be damned : There can be no juſt Argu- 
ment taken from the Death of Chriſt for 
any Man on the one part, and the ſtill 
remaining Poſſibility of the Man's future 
Ruin on the other ; wherefore I ſhould 
not uſe my Chriſtian Liberty, tho it be 
to any Man's Trouble and Offence. 

Yea notwithſtanding any ſuch Premi- 
ſes, Cc. I may very well do it, and that 
without all fear and danger of any ſuch 


. dreadful Conſequence as the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks of, J.. the final Ruin and De- 
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ſtruction of thbſe whom Chriſt died for : 
Becauſe. then thoſe few whom he came, 
to.xedeem cannot any of them poſſibly: 
periſh ; and as for the reſt, tis DG 
any of them ſhould be ſaved, 

And ſol can do nothing that ſball con- 
tribute to, or effect the Ruin of any, un- 
leſs of thoſe whoſe Miſer is already as. 
certain and neceſſary as ever it can be. 
But it is told us, That tho indeed it be 
impoſſible. that any ſhould finally periſh 
for whont Chriſt died ; yet ſtill however 


we are not to lay Scandals in their way, 


even becauſe the ſo doing has a tendency 
towards their Deſtruction. | 

But to this it is ſufficient to reply, That 
there can be no tendency towards an Im- 
poſſibility ; for that which is ſimply im- 
poſſible ( or, which is much the ſame, 
impoſſible upon a Condition, that is im- 
mutable, and which cannot fail) is never 
the more poſſible, or the nearer; unto be- 
ing by any thing that we can do, or up- 
on any other account whatſoever : And fo 
there is not any thing that can have: ſo 
much as a tendency in it to conttibute to- 
wards, and to produce the future Miſery 
and Condemnation of. any for whom our 
Saviour died, 3 

In the next place they ſay, Thar. tho 
it be impoſſible for any one . to 


8 a, 


Univerſal Redemption. =. TL 
periſh, for whoſe Salvation the Bleſſed 
Jeſus vouchfafed to ſuffer; and tho we 
cannot occaſion their eternal Ruin, by the 
laying of any Scandals in their way, or b 
any other means whatſoever : yet howev! 
we may very preatly hurt ahd-damage 
them; and the Apoſtle only argues fro 
the greater, to prevent the leſſer Mit- 

» chief. "3 IG 2 

But (to wave for the preſent many 

things that might be ſaid in Anſwer here- 

unto) let this one Remark ſuffice, viz. 

That the very mention and tender of an 

impoſſible Effect, to prevent and hinder 

any Action whereunto we are ſtrongly 
“ 1 tempted and inclined, is manifeſtly vain 

and ridiculous ; and the more ſo, if the 

ſaid Impoſſibility be preſumed to be 


* 


” known unto us betore-hand. As for Ex- 

+ ample : „„ 5 

| Suppoſe I do really (and with all poſſi . 

** ble Certainty that the caſe will admit 

* of) know, | a 

o 1. That JI am now a true Believer, and | 
oO | ijna ftateof Grace: And that, | 
22. Being ſuch, I am under an abſolute 

* I qmpoſſibility ever to fall away fo as to pe- 


riſh; and being under this double Per- 
ſWaſion, am yet very much inclined of ad- 
dicted to ſome vicious and ſinful Practives: 
Surely the Conſideration of my total and 


* 
4 


> Ds . - a 


mw final faling away, and thereupon my pe- | | 
1A riſhing for. ever, would be one © 4 3 
= moſt improper and moſt impertinent l- 
= zuments that could be lightly offer'd to 
1 Mfwade me therefrom. 3 
1 4H. The ſcope of the Apoſile in both 
1 the foremention'd places, is ta diſſwade 
1 Chriſtians from an unſeaſonable and un- 
1 due uſe of their Liberty and Knowledg; 
El and this by an Argument drawn not ſo 
| much from what is unſeemly and dange- {| 
3 rous in reſpect of themſelves, as from the 1 
1 Conſideration of what Danger and Evil * 
1 i I may very poſſibly accrue thereby unto 
. -jothers. a . 
_ The which is here expreſſed by de- 
; ſtroy ing, or cauſing our weak Brother to 
| periſh, even him Br whom Chriſt died; 
2. e. the depriving. him of that great | 
and bleſſed Salvation (which the Son of 
God hath purchaſed for him) even by 
the inciting and provoking of him to 
; Hainous and wounding Sins. | 
For otherwiſe the APA Argument 
to reſtrain from ſuch Extravagances, can- 
not once be ſuppoſed to have any influ- 
ence in order to the End propounded : 
For no Conſideration whatever can at al! 
operate upon the Minds of Men, either 
to perſwade to, or diſſwade from any 
Practice, unleſs it be more or leſs believed | 
by them. IJ 
| 
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„ Uri verſal Redemption. | 5 5 3 
If then the ſtrong Chriſtian be obliged 
to believe the weak one to he a Brother, 
and one for whom Chriſt died; and alſo td 
believe, that ſuch a one may poſſibly pe- 
- riſh through an unchriſtian Demeanour 
towards him: Then it follows that he 
| © ought to believe, that ſuch a Man may 
|. periſh, for whom he ſtands bound to be- 
|  lieve that Chriſt died; and conſequently. 4 
we are to believe that he died not for the 
Elect only, but rather for all and every 
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| Man. | 

Some Men, tor whoſe Salvation the Arg. 6. * 

bleſſed Jeſus did moſt graciouſly vouch- 21 

ſafe to ſuffer and to die, ſhall yet deſtroy 2 

themſelves, and periſh for ever. bs 

Ek: Or thus : | 4 
, Some of thoſe who are bought with 1 pet. 1. ² 


the Price of the precious Blood of Chriſt, 7% 1 
and who ſhould therefore have glorified ; cor. 6. ; 
God both with their Bodies and their 2% 
Souls, which are his, ſhall on the contrary 
teach damnable Hereſies, ſhall deny the Lord 2 pet. 2.16 + 
; that bought them, and thereby bring upon | 
themſelves a ſwift and endleſs Deſtruttion. 
5 Moſt manifeſt therefore it is, that our 
. | « Saviour died not only for the Elect, or 
| fuchalone who ſhall be eventually ſaved, 
but rather for all and every Man what- 


ſoever. 
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- But: now. againſt this reaſoning: (tho 
cloſe: as it looks to be) there are yet theſe 


fv ſeemingly grand a9 very Popular 


Exceptions, 2 . 


1 That theſe Perſons were not bought 
to 


vertuous and happy, but to be 
Slaves, and to remain miſerable, or rather 
to be more ſo for ever. Or, 


-2aly. That they were not really bought 


by Chriſt, but that they were redeem'd 
YL only 1 in their own pretence-and opinion. 


And both theſe we ſhall endeavour 


therefore to remove, by the Remarks and 


Anſwers following. And, 

1. Were not theſe Men bought that | 
they might be dear Chiidren of God: the 
Father, and faithful Servants of his Son 
our Lord, and thereby to enjoy a State of 


Reſt/and endleſs Happineſs, but only to be 


Wreie ched' Slaves and Vaſlals here, and 
to befor ever ble. in the World * 


come? 


This we muſt needs ſay is a very hope- 


ful and obliging Purchaſe ; or rather in 
| reality a very mean and contemptible 


one, yea a cruel Deſign, and altogether, 


* 1.14. unworthy of him who is full of Grace 


ana Truth. 
Put did he lay down his Life that they! 


might be his Slaves, &. It may then be 
ſome what worth our while to enquire e 
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. Ys: Furl Redemption - 
little whether ever they ſhall come ti 
the actual Enjoyment of ſo great a TR 5 
lege. 13 


I ſuppoſe they do not bin! it by Faith 
and good Living, for that: hereby they 1 
would rather become the true Children of Cal. 3. 16s 
God, and the ſpecial Friends of the bleſſed Nabe 4 

eſus. 1 
a Again; Did he buy theſe People (who - : 7:3 
finally periſh) to be his Slaves and == 
Vallils? Then cis certain they either act | 
the part of ſuch, and fo ſerve him inthat 
Capacity which he aim'd at in his R. i: 
demption of them, or they act contrary 1 
thereunto. 

If they act as Slaves and Vaſſals ſhould, 
then they plainly anſwer their Lord's De- 
fire and Purpoſe, and ſo deferve not to be 
blam'd; but much rather to be com- 
mended for ſo doing. 

If it be ſaid that they a& cuba 
rien becometh Slaves and Vaſſals to do, 
then this muſt be by acting either Righ- 
teouſly, or Unrightcoully, | 

If it be by ucting Righteouſly that 
they tranſgreſs the Laws of Slavery and 
Vaſlalage ; then *rwill neceſſarily tollow, 
that ſome Perſons may prove better, and 
live more righteouſſy than ever Chriſt i in. 
tended or deſired they ſhould, 5 
2 Bat if it be by _ 3 that 
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- 1ntend that even theſe Perſons, &c. ſhould 
live unrighteous and wicked Lives, but 
the contrary : And if fo, his Intentions 
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An ESSAV on 
they pervert the End of their Redemp- 
tion, then tis as plain that Chriſt did not 


towards theſe were the very ſame, 


Luke x. 
74 


true and righteous, but very pleaſant and 


and every way as gracious, as towards 
thoſe whom he redeemed, that they ſhould 


erde him without. a {laviſh fear, even 


in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs, all the days of 


their Lives. 74 3 
Farther; if Chriſt have bought theſe 
Men for Slaves and Drudges, one would 
think that he hath ſome baſe and ſervile 
Drudgery to employ them in: but this is 
contrary both to Reaſon and Revelation. 
For his Commandments are not only 


full of Peace; His Yoke is eaſy, and his 
Burden is light. . 
He enjoyns us nothing but what is 


plainly agreeable to, and that tends to the 


Perfection of our Natures; and *tis as 


him. : 


Moreover, if the Perſons here ſaid to 


be bought by Chriſt, were purchaſed onl: 


to be Slaves, then ſurely the Apoſtle mu 
ſuppoſed very greatly to extenuate and 
eſſen their Sin (if it be any) in denying 


or rejecting of Chriſt, even by ſaying 
᷑uÄT ͤ "0 


8 
n 


much our Intereſt as our Duty to ſerve 


ä 


| | PE TY "Univerſal Redemption. 
ttlat he bought them: For 'tis but natu- 

| ral and plainly reaſonable to contemmm a 

i Tyrant, and to hate his Tyranny and Op- 
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preſſion. b 
| But the contrary is moſt obvious, even 
| that his Intention is hereby to aggravate ; 
| their Crimes, and to ſhew the very great = 
I Ingratitude, of which they were moſt M 
| plainly guilty. | hes 1 
And accordingly the Apoſtle ſuppoſeth, WH 
| that he who reſcueth Men from — M 
| and Thraldom, and. a miſerable Condi- | 
| tion, does thereby moſt certainly deſerve, i 
| and may. very reaſonably expect their { 
future Service and Obedience in thankful 
| Acknowledgment of it. : 
If then they refuſe to acknowledg their 


|| _Benefactor, and ſhall prove falſe and dif- 

. || loyal to him, judg ye, Do they not de- = 
ov | ſerve to be diveſted of all the Benefits 8 
=: purchas'd for them, and to be ſubjected * | 
'|  toa Miſery ſeven times worle than that 
1 from which they were ſo mercifully 1 
RR. ©: me \ 
1 But · on the other hand, if a Man ſhouldgd 

| _ redeem ſuch who are now in Slavery, on: 
ly to put them into a Condition infinite 
more wretched and intolerable; judg 2 = | 
then, Are they at all to be blam'd for = | 
ſlighting this Kindneſs, and for denying of 
Obedience upon meaſures ſo ſevere. and 
a 
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{ Neo- then, if Chriſt ſhall be Ric to 
buy the Men here ſpoken of to be Slaves, 
and ſhall redeem them from a more tole- 
rable Thraldom and M iſery, purpoſely to 
throw them into one that is unſpeakably 
reater: Is there, or can there be any 
i herein, or are they hereby at all 
obliged to any thankful Acknowledg- 
ments of it? | ; 

F ſhall not at prefent digreſs fo far from 
the Subject before us, as to examine what 
the State and Condition of lapſed Adam 
and his numerous Progeny ſhould have 
been (or indeed, whether he ſhould have 
had any Succeffion) on a ſuppoſition that 
no Act of Grace or Indemnity had been 
granted, or, which is much the ſame, if E 
Chriſt had not died to redeem us. 
For I think all Men of Thought and 

Senſe do readrly allow, That ſuch 
who are finally impenitent ſhall ſuffer a, 
much greater Puniſhment for their own 
' perſonal and wilful Sins, than for that 
which was committed ſome thouſands of 
years before they (many of them ar leaſt) 
had a Being, and ſo without their Conſent 
or their Knowleds ; unleſs that can aCt 
which is not. 

And it is the avowed Doctrine of moſt, 
if not of all the Calviniſts, That at leaſt 
a” very A _ of thoſe 

who. 


Univerſal Redemption. | 

wo neceſſarily periſh becauſe Chriſt 

never died to fave them, nor ever gave 
them a ſufficiency of Grace whereby 

they might have been effectually regene- 

| rated, ſhall yet be condemned to much 
4 the hotter Plaines of Hell, and be made 

to endure infinitely. greater Torments, 

even. becauſe they did not believe in 

145 Chriſt, or become obedient to him. 

On ſuppoſition therefore that this falſe 

|. and. moſt horrid Opinion were true and #4 

certain, I might leave it to any Man { 
( {till ſuppoling i it were alſo his own cafe) #1 
to determine how far theſe miſerable <1 
Creatures are obliged to-acknowledg the 

<8 pretended Grace and Benefit of ſuch a 

| j - Redemption, or how the Contempt of it 

z, or can be any juſt Provocation and Dif 

plwGkleaſure to the Almighty, the All-wiſe, 

the moſt Juſt and Good God: And ſhould 
not doubt but that he would ſay, ( ſup- 

poſing he kept his Wits company) be- 

cauſe Chriſt hath no need of any Man's = 

Sin, or Profit from his Miſery ; he there= 11 

1 fore would not die to the end that any one {| 
ſhould thereby be an ungodly and a mi- —_ 
ſeradle Vaſſal to him. 4 

| 5 Some tell us, That tho Chriſt did 

ot really buy theſe Men, yet howevet 1 


mm. they had a conceit t and opinion: that he did 
do Wo. 1 
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But ſurely this a very odd and unac- 
countable one; for, not now to enquire 
how they came to think ſo, when as there 
were it ſeems no reaſon at all for it, 
we ſhall rather demand whether, if theſe 
Perſons had continued in this Faith, and 
had always lived according to it ( whe- 


ther I ſay) they might not have been 


ſaved as well as others? or, ſhall any that 
rely upon Chriſt miſcarry ? or, is not be- 
lieving in him a ſufficient Evidence that 


he died for us ? 
Or, did theſe: Men deny Chriſt whilſt 


1. Forka looks a little untowardly, and 


' ſounds almoſt like a Contradiction; that 


they ſhould believe that he bought them, 
= yet deny it at the ſame time. 

But if it be ſaid that theſe falſe Teachers, 
whilſt they believed themſelves bought by 
Chriſt, did yet deny him in Practice; 


Ho then it ſeems that Good Works do not 


always and neceſſarily follow Faith. 


Dr if it be urg'd, that they might for- 
merly profeſs themſelves bought by Chriſt, 


tho afterwards they denied it; and that 
the Apoſtle does therefore account their 
latter Opinion to be baſe and criminal, 


only becauſe if was contrary to what they 


once profeſſcduto believe, 
Then to this we ny anſwer : - That if 
20 they 


= 


they believed he died for them? This > 
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they were formerly miſtaken, and did 
afterwards underſtand the Truth better, 
they are then ſurely not to be blam'd, for 
now denying that to be true, which they 
certainly know to be falſe ; unleſs Men 
are bound to err for ey, r, becauſe once 
they did ſo; and all 1 days of their 
Lives to believe Falſhoods, and to pleaſe 
themſelves with mere Shadows and emp- 
ty Appearances. 
But if it be further pleaded, that tho 
they proſeſsd themſelves to be bought, 
and did believe the ſame to be true, yet 
they held ſuch Doctrines which plainly 
contradicted their Faith. 

To this we ſhall in ſhort reply; That 
they could hardly wittingly do ſo (unleſs 
they alſo eſpouſed that very bad Doctrine 
of Chriſt's dying only for ſome few and 
unknown Perſons) : for it is/not to be 
eaſily thought, that Men will teach ſuch 
Opinions which they apprehend to be con- 
tradictory to what they daily profeſs to 
believe. 

And if they unwittingly taught ſuch 
N Doctrines, e. if they apprehended no- 
thing of Inconſiſtency in them to their 
being redeemed by Chriſt, and ſo contra- 
ry to their Knowledg and Intention taught 
ſome erroneous and bad Opinions: 


Alas this * think) is nothing but what 


eren "Ys ebe 


is incident to a great many Eminent and 


Pious Men (and that eſpecially amongſt 
the Predeſtinarians) and therefore one 


would hope not likely to be a Sin of ſo 
high a Provocation, as to bring ſwift 
Damnation upon them. 


But in truth, were we to enquire into 
the Errors of theſe Gnoſticts (or who- 


ever elſe they were) we might eaſily find 
that they had little or no dependance upon 


the Merits and Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 


or Expectation of being ſaved thro his 


Death and Sufferings: So weak and un- 


warrantable therefore it is to conclude, 


that their being bought or redeemed was 
only in Self-. conceit and Opinion. | 


- This is plain, that the Apoſtle deſign- 
ing to aggravate the Sins of theſe Men, 
1. e. both their damnable Hereſies, and 
their moſt baſe and ſordid Actions, does 
therefore declare that Chriſt had bought 
them, and that they were upon that ac- 
count the more rude and ungrateful unto 


him; even unto him from hom they 
had received ſo much Kindneſs and Ad- 


vantage, as is manifeitly comprehended 


in his dying for their Redemption. 


But the P. Conſiſtory tells us, that | 


this Redemption is to be underſtood not 


in Truth, but in Conceit, i. e. only that 


they profeſſed and fancied themſelves. = 
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| Univerſal Redemption, 
be bought by Chriſt, ſtill excluding the 


reality of the thing. 
And ſo you'll ſay they might have 


"araphraſed theſe words, vir. 


God hath not appoint ns to Wrath, but r Thefl. 5. 


10 obtain Salvation by our Lord Jeſas. 


And again, God gave his only begotten I ine 


Sou, that we might live thro him: i.e. we 
are of an Opinion, and make Profeſſion 


that theſe things are ſo; but as for the 


Truth and Certainty hereof, it's very 


modeſtly acknowledged that we have bus | 
little\to ſay. 


In one word; if theſe Impoſtors were 
not really redeemed by the Death of our 
Saviour, they could not poſſibly have 
been ſaved: And I preſume our Chriſtian 
Stoicks will not ſay but that both their 
Sin and their Ruin were unavoidable and 
neceſſary ; unleſs they will recede from 
their beloved Mr. Calvin, who exprefly 
tells us, That the Wicked and Vogodin 
« do by the juſt Impulſe of God that 
& which is impious and unlawful for them 
4 to do. 

Or from Piſcator, who ſays,” © T hat all 
ce things are done by the abſolute Decree 
«© of God, who hath ordain'd all things 
« whatſoever that come to paſs, and Who 
does make it neceſſary for Men to ſin, 
— chat he may puniſh them for it. 8 
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Or from Zexchy, who ſays, That the 
“ Reprobates are conſtrained to fin, and 
<& ſo conſtrained that they cannot bur fin : 
ea that both they and the Elect alſo 
are pre-ordained by God to fin, as it 
Sin. : 1 8 
If therefore theſe moſt horrid and blaſ- - 
phemous Notions were true, why ſhould 
we exclaim againſt thoſe who taught 


_- " damnable Hereſies, who denied the Lord 


that peremptorily ordained them there- 
to, and then to endleſs Deſtruction for 
it? For is it reaſonable and fitting, think 
you; to quarrel with the Stones 2 being 
hard, with the Fire for being hot, or 
with the Water becauſe it is moiſt and 
fluid ; or with any Man for what God 
wills and makes him to be? | 


Laſtly, we ſhall argue from the Na- 
ture and Perfections of God, his Averſe- 
neſs to the Impenitency and Death of the 
Wicked, and his manifold Wiſhes and 
Deſires of their Repentance and Happi- 
neſs, Cc. 
Now when we ſpeak of God, our Con- 
ceptions ought to be generous; and we 
ſhould look upon him as an eternal Recti- 
tude and Perfection, who never acts but 
in conformity to his own moſt juſt and 


gracious-Nature; and who every where 
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Univerſal Redemption. 
declares his Government of the World to 
be moſt wile and merciful; and vindi- 
cates the Honour and Glory of his Attri- 
butes from all the Aſperſions of Cruelty 
and Injuſtice, aſſerting his Rule and Do- 
minion in the World to be righteous, and 
perfectly agreeable to Infinite Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs : ſo that none of his Creatures, 
unleſs they are deſperately and for ever 
wicked, can reaſonably wiſh their non- 


being. 


For this is his Name, The Lord, the Exod. 24! 
6. 


Lord God, merciful and gracious; and this 
bleſſed Character he hath continually ve- 
rified in his Providence over the World: 


Mercy and Kindneſs are inviolable Emi- I 
nences of his ever adorable Nature; and k 


his Glory ſhines forth, and becomes moſt 
conſpicuous in them. 


His Nature is perfect Goodneſs, "tis a 5 
ſtranger to Cruelty, and hath no affini- 


ty with what's ſevere and rigorous; his 
Punitive Juſtice is extorted from him, and 
is plainly conſequential upon wilful Sin, 
and moſt of all Sn final Impenitence : 
and. he is rather angry with Vices than 
with Perſons ; he pities the Man whilt 
he condemns the Malefactor, and Pu- 
niſhment is rather his Refuge than his 
CHORE,  - - - Os 
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An ESSAY om 
This is God's Wiſh, O that my People 


29. had ſuch a Heart in them, that they would 
fear me, and keep my C we Ace" a Ah ' &c. 


Bur why (you'll ſay) doth he deſire this 
if it be impoſſible, and he hath peremp- 
torily decreed their eternal Ruin; or, 
which is much the ſame, if for the alone 


fake of Adam's Sin he hath abſolutely ſhut 
them out from all the ſaving Benefits of 


the Death of Chriſt? 

And how are theſe Deſires conſiſtent 
with his Wiſdom, his Juſtice, his Good- 
neſs and Truth ? for it ſeems he doth re- 
ally and ſeriouſly wiſh their Reformation, 
and that not out of any Self. deſign and In- 
tereſt (for our Goodneſs extendeth not un- 
to him, neither can our Sins detract from 
the ſedate and compoſed Happineſs of 
his unchangeable. and ever. bleſſed Na- 
ture) but to this end, that it might go 


well with them od their Children for 
ever; there is therefore no perem ptory De- 


cree to exclude them an Intereſt in the 
Death of a merciiul Redeemer. 

For can he unfeignedly deſire that they 
ſhould now walk in the ways of Life, if 
his own good Plcaſure, even from the out- 
goings ot Eternity, hath abſolutely (or at 
leaſt for a Sin committed long e er they 


had a Being) determin'd their Motion in 
the Paths of Death and endleſs Ruin 7 


Can 
of 


n 
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Univerſal Redemption 
Can a tender Mother expoſe her Babe 
to be devour'd by wild: Beaſts, or ſawn 


aſunder before her Eyes? Can ſbe forget lfa.qg. 1g] 


her ſucking Child, (one to whom ſhe is 


a Mother and a Nurſe too) that ſhe ſhould 


not have Compaſſion on the Son of her 
Womb ? Or, ſuppoſe there may be 
ſome ſo obdurate and irrelenting, that 
their Bowels would not yern over ſuch 
a diſmal SpeRacle, yet ſurely there are 


but few that have degenerated thus deep- 


ly into this more than brutiſh Stupidity 
and Inſenſibleneſs. 

And then can we think the compaſſio- 
nate Father of Spirits, who is infinitely 
more pitiful, will betray his own dear 
Offspring, and prove ſo unnatural as to 
doom them to unſpeakable and eternal 


Torments, even before their Exiſtence 


ſhall give them opportunity of offending, 
or . any Conſideration of their 
Sins! | 


No, this cannot be, for God is Love 1 Jqh.4.166 


it ſelf, whoſe Nature is ever ready to 

diffuſe and communicate it ſelf to every 
| fit and capable Subject; and he glories 
not ſa much in that he is powerful to 
{lay, to damn, and torment in unheard-of 
and perpetual Flames, as that he ſpeaks 


in Righteouſneſs, and is willing and 


Ea _ And 


mig hty to ſave. 
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68 An ESSAY on 
And that he might fully convince the 
World of this gracious Property of his, 
he hath pronounced Judgment to be his 
ſtrange Work, and an Act that is foreign 
to his milder Nature, and which Mens 

Impenitence forces him to. 

And leſt the Sons of Darkneſs ſhould 
entertain any ſuch baſe Thoughts of tha 
G God. of Light, as if he pleaſed himſelf 

in our Ruin, he hath joined an Oath: to 

it, and ſwore, that he neither wiſhes nor 
wills, neither deſires nor delights in, nor 
Ezck. 33. hat h any pleaſure in the Death of the 
I. Wicked, (i. e. in his everlaſting Deſtructi- 
on) but rather that he turn from his ways 
and live. | "=" 

_ God would have all his Creatures to 

know that he is no ways acceſſary to their 
Hoſea 13. Sin and Ruin: O Iſrael, thou haſt deſtroy d 

*thy ſelf, but in me is thy Help, ſays the 
Lord. | ROE 


Creatures we are, forſaking what he loves, 
and running after that which he hateth, 
making ſuch unhappy Choices for our 
ſelves, as if we ſtudied our own De- 
ſtruction; then he begins to reaſon with 


Wt Mich. 6. 3. Us, O my People, What have I done unto 


Jer. 2. 3. you ? What Evil have ye found in me ? Or 
have I been a barren Wilderneſs unto you, 
or a Land of Darkneſs? e 


And when he ſees what untoward * 


* We” ! 


\3 
a*® 


ou 7 


* ; 
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pute their Mifery to ſo benign a Father, 


gainſt them; and declares that for hisDeur. 12; 


Option, and advisd them to chuſe what 
ſhews that it is their own fault, and up- 
braids their wilful Folly; Te will not come Joh. 3. 300 


that he may effectually take away all man- 
ner of Excuſe from them, and manage his 


Ser vice is every way reaſonable, and moſt Rom. 12. U 


i - ſpeaketh' on this wiſe, The Word is very 

* nigh thec even in thy Mouth and in thy 

Heart, that thou mayſt do it: i. e. The 
R 
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Univerſal Redemption: 69 


And if after all this, Men ſhall yet im- 


he then ſtands ready to acquit himſelf, 
and calls Heaven and Earth to record a- 
part, he hath (yea ſince Adam's Fall too) 2%: 
ſet Life and Death before them, and hath 
preſented Bleffing and Curſing to theie 


will make them for ever happy. 


And then if they miſcarry at laſt, he 


unto me, that ye might have Life, Yea, 


Cauſe in a way of Reaſon and Equity, 
he hath not only ſhewn his Righteouſneſs 
to the Heathen, and declared his Salva- 
tion to the ends of the Earth, but alfo 
hath aſſerted it poſſible for us to perform 
his Will, That his Yoke is eaſy, and his Mata 1. 30 
Burden light; That his Commandments are 
not grievous: And in a word, that his 
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agreeable to the better Dictates and Senti- 
ments of our Minds. 
For the Righteouſneſs which is of Faith 
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70 Ae | 
Terms of Juſtification (ſince the Fall) 
are gentle and eaſy, within every Man's | 
Power by the Grace of God, and no Man 
can juſtly complain of any hard Uſage, 
. or that God commands things that are 
impoſſible and above his reach: For the | 
Holy Spirit, that mighty Principle of Life 18 
ubs 1 . ; · and Vigor, is always ready to aſſiſt the 
= _ hearty Endeavours of all ſincere Perſons 
TH to obſerve the Commandments and Will 5 
of God; and this Help we may aſſure | 
our ſelyes to receive whenſoever we do 
but humbly implore it. — 
Now if Men ſhall yet negleft their In- 
tereſt, and precipitate their Souls into Mi- 
ſery, then the Lord bewails their Folly and 
Jer. 2. 13. Misfortune; My People have forſaken me 
the Fountain of living Waters, and hade 
hewn out to themſelves broken Ciſterns, that 
can hold no Mater; Which ſeems as if 
he ſhould thus beſpeak them, O my Peo- 
ple, if you could indeed have advantaged 
your ſelves by leaving of me, then I [ 
could be content, and Reaſon would require : 
that I ſhould bear with you; but that you 
ſhould cleaye to mere Vanities and Sha- 
dows, which can no ways benefit and 
help you, this 1s your Folly, and will be 
your Miſery, and this I cannot think of , |. 
without Pity and Compaſſion to you. | 
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the Saviour not of a few, but of all Men, 
and ſignified that the, deſign of his coming 
was to diffuſe a healing Influence upon «+ | 
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all the broken and diſtracted Sons of | 
ii Adam, and that he hath brought good Ty- 
1 dings of great Joy even unto all People: 
1 And therefore When his Kindneſs is re- | 
25 jected, and Men involve themſelves a- 

= gain in Ruin, he is moved with Com- 

IE Pt. 23. paſſion to them, O Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem ! - | 
. 37. thou that killedſt the * ans and abuſedſt | 

5 all the Heavenly Meſſengers, How often 


would I have gathered thy Children toget her? | 

z. e. I would have ſaved thee, but thou | 
wouldſt not be ſaved by me. 

Can we think that the Holy Je/as | 


=, wept Tears of Deceit and Treachery ? | 
j | yet ſo it muſt be, firſt to paſs an abſolute | 
A Decree of Reprobation againſt them, and | 
1 then to profeſs his Readineſs to have ſaved | 
them, and to inſinuate, that becauſe they | 

"1 fruſtrated his gracious Purpoſe, he there- | 
= tore bewails their Infidelity and Ruin. | 
4 It this were ſo, the Tenour of our | 
= Saviour's Deploration is, O Jeraſalem, &c. | 
141 T and my Father have made a perempto- | 
= Ty and eternal Decree that you ſhould | 
never be happy, and therefore I am na, 


come to teſtif my Love to you, and _ 


} 1 to lament and weep over your Deſtructi- 
* on; or rather to tell you, that the De- 
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cree of Heaven hath wrought your Mi- 
ſery, and for my part I never defign'd 
your Happineſs. | | 
But this cannot be, for it is repugnant 
to the Juſtice and Truth of God to de- 
termine Men to Sin, and to endleſs 
Sorrows, and then to expoſtulate where- 
fore they chuſe Sin which is the; Way, 
and Death it ſelf which is the ſad Con- 
cluſion. | 1 
Are they irreconcilable who are called 
to hear the Word of Reconciliation? Or 


would God intreat us to be reconciled to 
him, and yet reſolve that he will never 
be in Friendſhip with us? Or can he en- 
join us to repent that we may have Par- 


don, and to believe that we may be 
ſaved, and yet abſolutely exclude us from 
all the ſaving Benefits of the Croſs of 
Chrit? Or could he ever wiſh for thar 
which was directly againſt his Will? 


O that my People had hearkened unto me, Plal.81.13; 


and that Iſrael had walked i my Ways ! 

Is it not Blaſphemy to imagine, that he 
whoſe Mercy is ſo much higher than his 
Juſtice as the Heavens are above the 


Clouds, ſhould firſt leave us without pfl. 38.3% 1 
Strength, and then upbraid us with our 


Weakneſs ; that he ſhould firſt deny us 
s, and then command us to walk 


Le 
before him; or give us Eyes without 


* 
— 


1 ſight, 
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ſight, and afterwards puniſh us for being 
blind ? 

bat. 1. a0 Now manifeſt it is that our Saviour 

71 upbraids ſome becauſe they repented not, 
which he could not juſtly have done, had 
it been impoſſible for .them to have re- 
pented; and he was of too pitiful ang 
gracious a Diſpoſition to jeer a poor Crea- 
ture for being ſuch as God made him, 
hr for what he could not. but neceſſarily 

We eſteem it ill Names to upbraid 
a Stammerer for not ſpeaking plain; nor 
is any Man reproach'd for being natu- 

Pal. 58.4. rally, but wilfully blind, not for being 
Joh.3. 1g. born deaf, but for being like the Adder 
> , that ſoppeth her Ears. 

He that binds my Feet and then in- 
vites me to come to him, intends me no- 
thing for Entertainment, but a Sarcaſm 
or bitter Jeſt: For if he were ſerious 
he would ſet my Feet at liberty, that I 
might come in good earneſt, and not ſay 
to me as we ſometimes do to a Child that's 
fallen down, Come hither to me and I 
will help thee up. 

Now for God to deny us Grace 
ſufficient for our Duty, and yet to con- 
demn us for the non-performance of it ; 
to offer Heaven upon impoſſible Condi- 
_ and ** to account it as Kindneſs; 
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to declare that he is not willing that any 


ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould come to 
the knomledg of the Truth and be ſaved, 


and yet abſolutely to reprobate the moſt, 
and to paſs them by without any con- 


ſideration of their own Defaults: To 


ſay that their Deſtruction is of them 
ſelves, and that in him is their Hel 


and yet never to afford them thoſe Aſſi- 
ſtances which are neceſſary to eſcape it; 
to ſwear that he hath no Pleaſure or De- 


light in the Death of the Wicked, but ra- 
ther they ſhould repent and live, and yet 
never to put them into a Capacity of 
Repentance, or Poſſibility of Happineſs 
and Life Eternal. If this be not a mere 
mocking of \the Creature, and plainly 
contrary to the Juſtice and Verity of 
the Creator, then ſurely nothing is. 

It's true, Gpd is our Sovereign and our 
Judg ; but then 'tis as true that he is 
our Father: As a Sovereign, he is in- 
clined to reform us as a Father to for- 
give, and as à Judg to puniſh, if we 
will not be refprmed. As a Father he 


delighteth to pyniſh us leſs than we de- 


ſerve, and as a Judg he hateth to puniſh 

us above it: as a Father, he may and 
often doth forgive Tranſgreſſions; but 
becauſe he is a Judg, he cannot poſſibly 


gondemg without them: Or if he did 


_ repro: 
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reprobate as a Sovereign only to. ſhew 


- his Power, and that the Object of his 


Decree were not the: Sinner, but the. 
Man, it would then be a Miſery, but 


not a Puniſhment to be damned. 


Or if the Man be reprobated purely 
for the Sin of Adam, how can Fuſtice 
eternally puniſh him for not believing in 


Jeſus Chriſt? And if there be no new 


Capacity of Happineſs granted to him, 
can it be fair and juſt to inhance his Mi- 
ſery beyond all Expreſſion, upon a bare 


-pretence that the Man hath rejected a 


great Salvation, and ſlighted freſh Offers 


of Grace and Life? 


This then is our Comfort, that in the 


buſineſs of our future State, God doth 
not alleds the Abſoluteneſs of his 


Power, ſo much as the Righteouſneſs of 
his Sentence: And is ready to manifeſt 
the Juſtice and Equity of all his Actions, 


and to give a fair Account of his Pro- 


cedures with us, even according to our 
own known Principles and ways of Rea- 
ſoning: And in the midft of that Seve- 
rity which is futable to a Judg, he till 


remembers that Mercy that is agreeable 
to a Father. | 


And if God would not reprobate 
thoſe" original and wilful Tranfgreſfors 


(Adam and Eve) no not to ſatisfy his 


EE * uſtice,” 


1 
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Juſtice, how much leſs their Poſterity, 
for no other end than to ſhew his 
Power? | 

When the Friend of God became an 
Advocate for Sodom, he pleaded with the 
Almighty, not as he is an Abſolute So- 
vereign, but as an Equitable "Judg; 
the Wicked ? That be far for thee to do after 
this manner; for ſhall not the Judg of all 
the Earth do right? SLE: 

| Now chen if God be our Judg and 
our Father, as well as our Sovereign, tho 
he can pardon our Tranſgreſſions, yet he 
cannot condemn us without them: And 


Milt thou alſo deſtroy the Righteous with Gena8-23, 


if he cannot caſt us into Hell without 


regard to our Sins (as he cannot becauſe 


77 


he is merciful, juſt, and true) he could 


as little decree ſo to do unto us. 


And now would not God ſpare Man, 


who to the end he might ſave him, 
did not ſpare his only begotten Son? Or 
can any one Branch from Adam neceſſa- 
rily periſh, whilſt a gracious God pro- 
feſſes a deſire of the contrary ? Or could 
he whoſe Merits are acknowledg'd to 
be ſufficient for the whole World, and 
who every where profeſſeth himſelf to 
be a univerſal Lover of Mankind, deny 


a part of that All-ſufficiency to any one 
whom he had made after the Likeneſs , 


of 
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Pfal. 81.1 I. 
on Hearts Luſts, and leſt them to walk 
in their Counſels ; but this Reaſon for it is 


An ESSAY on 
of himſelf; and who could not help his 
being born of ſinful Parents, who is pro- 


| - miſed that he ſhall not periſh for their Ini- 
Ezek. 18. Quity, and who is alſo qualified with Mi- 
20. ſery to be a fit Object of God's Com- 

_ "paſſion ? No ſurely, for the great Lover of 


Souls is ſo liberal and diffuſive of his Good- 
neſs, that he never withholds it where 


it is but wanted and deſired, but only 


withdraws it where it is abuſed. 
»Tis true, he gave up Iſrae/ to their 


render*d in the foregoing words, Becauſe 
Iſrael would have none of him, and they 
would not hearkes unto his Voice. So he 


dom. ar. gave up the Gentiles to vile Affections 


and Uncleanneſs, but it is with a Where- 


fore, and a Becauſe, and Foy this reaſon, 


viz, for that they would not acknow- 
ledg him whom they could not but 
know, and changed the Truth of God into 
a Lie. | 8 
Would God have ſet at once before us 
a Heaven to draw, and a Hell to drive 
us, if he had abſolutely decreed us unto 
a Go ye Curſed? Would he have uſed his 
Lance to ſearch, or his Balm to ſupple, 
if he had meant that the Wound ſhould 


be incurable, and the Patient deſperate ? 


* This 
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ſalvable State through Jeſus Chriſt : Yet 


a Rejection on the one ſide ifiplies an 


and earneſtEndeavours to have gathered 


Seaway, becauſe inſtead of improving 


| ſhew'd him to be a wicked and a floth- 


temn'd his Kindneſs, and would not 
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This therefore being a groſs and a pal- 
pable Contradiction, the plain Conſe- 
quence is, that Men are put into a | 


there are ſuch who reject the Counſel rad 
of God againſt themſelves ; and we know 


Overture on the other. There are thoſe 
who always reſiſt the Holy Ghoſt, 3. e. Ace 7. 31 
that ſtrive againſt his Strivings; for every 15 
Reſiſtance implies a Strife, and every 
Striving implies a willingneſs to con- 
quer, : 7 : 
And ſq Chriſt profeſſed his Intentions 


Iſcael, but they refuſed it; and therefore 
their Houſe as left unto them deſolate. 

The Servant that was caſt into outer yy... 
Darkneſs had a Talent of Grace be- 30. 
ſtowed upon him, which was taken 


ord ,,, 
- „ n ; 


it he had hid it in the Earth; which ; 
ful Servant. 

So the Gueſts that were excluded the 
Marriage-Feaſt, were not peremptorily 
ſhut out to ſhew the Pleaſure of the King, war.22.4; 
but becauſe being invited they con- 
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— The CONCLUSION; 


T. The Doctrine of Univerſal Re. 
demption being every- where in Scrip- 
ture aſſerted with the greateſt Clearneſs 
and Evidence, :and being alſo moſt agree- 
able to the Divine Nature and Govern- 
ment of the World, and of the greateſt 
Congernment to Mankind, as that upon 
which the Belief and ExpeQtation of 
any Man's Happineſs muſt firft be found- 
ed (i. e. if his Faith and Hope there- 
of. have any ſolid Reaſon and Founda- 
tion ) i = 

It is ſurely much the greater won 
der, that ſo many Men ſhould even to 
this day ſo zealoufly contradict and op- 
poſe it, eſpecially if we conſider that 
no Man's Intereſt doth conſiſt in its be- 

ing falſe; but thouſands and thouſands 
are expoſed to unavoidable and, endleſs 

Miſery if it be not true. 5g 

But fo have I ſeen that ill Education, 

Prejudice, the Allures of Friendſhip, and 

little Intereſt of Parties, cauſe many to 


reject and disbelieve ſuch moſt. gar 
„5 and 
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and rational, ſuch moſt; wholeſom and 
In Principles. - (411) 1 0 
2 For what ſurer ground can there 
be ol Faith and Hope in God, than 
what ariſeth from the Conſideration of 
God's giving his Son for us all That Rom. s. 3a. 
mhoſoever believeth in him might not * | 
el, but have Everlaſting Laie? . 

Now none of our paſt and tepented 

of Sins ſhould at all -diſcourage:us from 
entertaining comfortable hopes of Mer- 
ey and Forgiveneſs: For our o ad 

and deſperate Condition is much ber- 
ter'd and — 17g Heaven is placed 
wine Sup be and the Kingdom df 
God is brought unto us; and there re- 
mains nothing to be done hut qur own 
free and reaſonable Contributions - to- 
wards the actual Poſſeſſion of it. 5 

Chriſt hath laid the Foundation of 
our Happineſs, and made Salvation poſſi- 
ble to us, and doth now expect that we phil. 2. 13. 
by Faith and Repentance, with thank- 
ful Hearts and Religious Lives, Cx. 2 et. i. 16. 
ſhould enſure to our ſelves the,manifold EY 
Bleſhpgs which are purchaſed for uus. 

Let us alu learn therefore to admite 
1 greatly to eſteem the wonderful 
Grace and Goodneſs of our Redemption, = 
_ gladly and with all poſſible readi- = 
| F 11 
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neſs to accept the merciful Offers thereof, 
and faithfully endeavour to obſerve che 
"Condirions 'required" of us, in order to 
the Completion an and confümmanng of 
| our Ha 8. 

Let us give uur and Praiſe * Fr 
mighty: God for the Love and Goodowill 


 vouchlafed to all People, and adore and 1 
fy his univerſe! Grace and Good - | 


ma 
neſs; and may the good Spirit ſo effectu- 


Ally inſpire our Hearts, that we may con- 
ſtantly expreſs a becoming and grateful 
 nckridbwledgment hereof. 

Let us love, honour, and ſerve the 
"Bleſſed Fefus, hat great Friend and Lover 
of our Souls; and ſo i ve the Capa- 
f Pardon and Life eternal, intothe 

A rand Being of them. 

In one word, let us daily involv4Hhe 
| Help and Guidanc of the Hol Ghoſt, 
that we may break'off our Sins by a in- 
vere and hearty Repentance; always fear 

God, and keep his Commandments, and 
ve in Charity and Peace with all Chri- 
ſtian People: That fo' when our dear 
Redeemer ſhall cometo judg the World, 
it may de our Happineſs to be received 
Wh a "Well done 5 and faithful © Sip. 
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loved us, who hath dy'd for us, and agb 
ws in his own Blood: And to whom 
therefore with the Father, and the Hol 
Ghoſt, be all Honour, all G 


| giving and Praiſe, World without end, 
n. 5 

| 

Hs A : 


| Which God of his Mercy us 
thro Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour, Wo hethner = 
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